
Here is a new phonosynthesis of Swedish, with modifications and the addition of
the Scania accent (in the South of Sweden).

17.38.1. Swedish (Germ., ¤™), unlike Norwegian, exhibits narrow diphthongs
((é;é)) for çlongÇ V, while it has no phonemic diphthongs at all; in fact, the fre-
quent sequence /EJ/ (™,) is not a diphthong (neither are /aJ, OJ/ (a,, ø,), occurring
in exclamations): nej /'nEJ/ ('n™,); in the vocogram we have also indicated the four
vowel taxophones conditioned by a following /R/: /E, EE, °°, §/ (Ä, ™Ä, ê@, @). No-
tice that çlong aÇ is /ØØ/ (ØO): Karl˚ Lars /'kØØRl, 'lØØRs/ ('khØO$, 'lØOß). ˛e concrete
realizations of /ii, yy, %%, uu/ (Ûiï, èYï, %y°, Uuí), with their second elements so
tense and close as to cross the top margin of the vocogram are also worth notic-
ing; they sometimes have a slight friction noise as in the semi-constrictive contoids
(,, Y, ˚, m): (Û,, èY, %˚, Um). In Stockholm, /e, EE/ (not followed by /R/) = /E, ee/.
Besides, in non-Germanic words, we find the rarer (’%˘, eu, au).

For Swedish, the postalveolar series, (N, ˛, Ã, ß, $), is best considered as the real-
ization of the phonemic sequences /R/ + /n, t, d, s, l/, rather than as self-standing
phonemes ç/N, ˛, Ã, ß, $/Ç. As in Norwegian, we also find that /p, t, k/ (not preced-
ed by /s/) are çaspiratedÇ; and /kò, gò/ (©, ˆ). Typically Swedish, instead, is the real-
ization of /R/ (R, 5ò), which generally becomes (¸, §ò) (also (≈ò)) in Stockholm. ˛e
most typical consonantal articulation of Swedish is /S/ (“): sjärt /'SERt/ ('“Ä˛), with
five variants, more or less regionally marked, (f, ., S, ., c) (which we show for their
peculiarity), including the change into (ß).

Like Norwegian, Swedish still preserves word tonemes, so that we can find min-
imal pairs such as: biten /'biitÈn/ ('bÛi2tÙn) çthe bitÇ and /5biitÈn/ (ÌbÛi–tÙn) ç(she/he/
it) bitÇ÷ tomten /'tOmtÈn/ ('thøm2tÙn) çthe groundÇ and /5tOmtÈn/ (Ìthøm–tÙn) çthe
goblinÇ; with marked tonemes, secondary prominences do not follow the contour
given in the tonogram, but that of compounds: n¢gonstans /5noogønstans/ (ÌnoÖ-
3gÙn–stans, -3gøn-) çsomewhereÇ, anklaga /5anklØØga/ (Ìa˙–khlØO2ga) çto accuseÇ. To
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end with, some useful examples: Stockholm /5stOkhOlm/ (Ìstøk–hølm), Göteborg
/J§tÈ'bORJ/ (&,#tÙ'bøR¿), Magnus /'ma˙n+s/ ('ma˙2n+s), Malmberg /5malmbERJ/
(Ìmalm–bÄR¿), blomma /5bluma/ (Ìblum–ma) (with /é0é/ (00), short unstressed V).

17.38.2.  In Scania (South) we find: /Â, S, R/ (S, f, K), with (˜0), in place of (N, ˛,
Ã, ß, $); besides, (Tò, Dò, ßò, »ò), /é0é/ (00), /5/ = /ç/ (Ç).

17.38.3.  About 5% of ≈nns are native speakers of Swedish, which is as follows:
with no çaspirationÇ, no postalveolar taxophones, but (Rn÷ Rt, Rd, Rs, R]); /S/ (S) for
both /S, Â/; /c/ for both tj and k + front V̊ /[g]j/ for dj; final /k, g, R/ (©, á÷ 5); (é-0:é)
for (é0-0é); no toneme, but normal stress on proper syllables.

Spelling: c /k, s5/, ch /S/, e /ee, E, È/, ei /Ei/, g /g, J5/, h /h/, ¸hj /J/, k /k, Â5/, kj /Â/,
lg¸ /lJ/, ng /˙/, or /u{u}, oo, O/, qu /kv/, rg¸ /RJ/, s /s/, sj /S/, sk /sk, S5/, skj /S/, stj /S/, tj
/Â/, u /%%, +/, y /y{y}/, v /v/, z /s/, ¢ /oo, O/, ä /E{E}/, ö /°°, §/.
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