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Canadian-accent areas: Vancouver, Edmonton, the Prairie Provinces, Tononto, Quebec, the Maritimes, and Newfoundland with Labrador
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The USA core territory showing both state and accent borders (see the table of contents for the single specific chapters)
[© Luciano Canepari, 2010, Venice University, Italy]
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67. A brief introduction
to the West (& maps)

[© Luciano Canepari, 2010, Venice University, Italy]

fig 67.1. Accent areas (and subdivisions) of the United Stares of America.
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First of all, let us have a look at the general map (fig 67.2) of North America,

which includes Canada and second-language territories, as well.
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fig 67.3. The USA core territory showing both state and accent borders.
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67. A brief introduction to the West (¢ maps) 33

We must never forget that any regional speaker is more or less prone to influ-
ences from both neutral and mediatic pronunciations, especially from the latter.
If not systematically, indeed, this happens at least for some phonemes (as [, 1/), or
phonic contexts (as for vowels before [, 1, §, NJ), or for given lexemes (or ‘words’)
and grammemes (as -ing).

In fig 67.1 you can see the five principle areas of American accents: West, North,
East, Midland, South (and their internal subdivisions, but naming just the larger

ones, here). While fig 67.3 shows only the core area of the USA, both with their
state and accent borders.

For the West and its subdivisions,  fig 67.3.

fig 67.4. The West speech area of the USA.
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69. The Coastal West
(Los Angeles &)

[© Luciano Canepari, 2010, Venice University, Italy]

69.1. The Coastal West (California &c — o fig 67.1 & 67.3) is mostly characterized
by /L, E, #, B, 0] [9, ¢, A, ®, ¥] (lengthened as [VV] rather than [V]): [losd] [1id/ lid,
[1eed] [1ed/ red, ['hat] [heef/ hat, [maan] ['meen/ man, | khan / kaen/ carry, [hef]
[het/ hut (which is [e4]), [byk] [bok/ book. Besides, [o:, b, pf are all [a:]: ['sa: /so/
saw, ['ha't] [hog/ hot, [last] [lost/ lost, but they are slightly different from [a ] [af
as in: ['spaz] ['spai/ spa, although they are both long, which makes hasty people
think they are alike.

fig 69. The Coastal West: vowels, diphthongs & intonation.
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69. Coastal West (Los Angeles &c) 37

Variants
i 4 1) o] (0, i, o] | Juf 1[o]
Y [tuvm- n), a(a)(m-n), le(e)m- n] <QO |
[/ lce), £V, IIIIII
{[a1, 3(9)m-n, e(e)m-n], I [Lvm- n] :- .
@, ®[ t[e@), #al, l[a(), E1V],
le(@m-n-, |{Eam- n, Llleam-n]
[azf [Lae, llna],
[am/ (-alm) [lae, Liax]

[of [ng, 1]

[e] t[a, o], [3f L[]
[o:/ t[aa(CH), ongl,

. 1[oa(C, anyl, li[aay],
. - /0701;00, maﬁ o/ CTlfjgmog 1)-1i-10%]

[tonf-0-s], t{waa, aari-o],

{[nag-y-£-0-s, woa]

Joas] 1[of), [oas] 1[0

[a11, a1, 9uf [tx, Watx(C)],
|(V-Cyax’/ [31] (besides [1]...)

\ \ \ A o— /0:1, 0u1, o1, paV/ [001(V), 201(V)]

1: \ [azr1/ L[aea]

fiit/ ] FE— e fuu/ [tap, tpu, i)

[oo/ [130, llao]

K T D4 o] o o
I R N

[EY [tE9%, leo]

As can be seen in the variant vocograms, [o:/ can become $[aa, na]: t['saa, 'sv-a]
[soxf saw, [Warag] ['oxt/ all, and [p/ can be [taa]: [t'saa1os] [spioo/ sorrow. Equal-
ly, Jaz/ can become [lae, {lna]: [V'spae, LWspora] ['spa:f spa. Thus, [a:f [a:, Lae] are
similar —but not quite identical- to [o:, p/ [taa]; while [0a] can actually corre-
spond to [lo:/ and to [ilaz/, as well, even for the same speaker, but often the listener
is deceived while listening to different speakers, who do not necessarily merge
those phonemes completely.

69.2. The diphthongs /uu, oo, ok, £/ are quite peculiar, as well: fuu/ [ip, $up,
tuu, liw], [oo/ [0%, 130, llao], [0/ [ot, tes]; for [oo/ we find: ['noy, |-30, ll-ao]
[noo/ no, [goot] ['gooy/ goal; for [el/ we have: ['de1, I-e9] ['det/ day, ['vasy, 1-E9¢]
[vEY/ vale. Let us also notice: [ou1, o1/ and [ou1, pif becoming either [Jooi] or
[1001]: ['sfooui, -001i; fooast, foo-] ['sforxi, 'foiast/ story, forest, instead of ‘normal’
Californian ['sfoii, fousasf] (as shown in the first vocogram).

We end with these examples: ['tha(9)n, t-uvn, l-e(e)n] ['fwn/ tin, [mEE)n, {-9(9)n,
l-e(e)n, ll-uun] /'men/ men, 'ma(a)n, l-e(@)n, l-Ean, |ii-ean] ['maen/ man. The
vocograms will explain all the rest as to variants and phonic contexts. Often the
unstressed syllables have less attenuated vocoids, as for instance: ['gaidon, -on;
'dadon, -on, -nf, -n?] /'ga:dn, 'didni/ garden, didn’t. Both [1, 1/ are quite often semi-
approximant, [t]. Frequently, /{*, t*/ are [2], even in [wexevs, -2-] [wof'Ever, wef-/
whatever. Typically, the stressed vowels may be creaky. The interrogative intoneme

is rising-falling: 2/ [-'"]



74. A brief introduction
to the North (& map)

[© Luciano Canepari, 2010, Venice University, Italy]

74. The linguistic North of the USA includes five accents (f fig 67.1 & fig 74):
the Far North (Duluth &c), the Middle North (Minneapolis &), the Metropolitan
North (Chicago &c), Western New England (Albany &c), and Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania (Scranton).

The map in fig 74 also shows the Midland and the East, and the adjoining parts
of the West and the South, as well.

fig 74. The North speech area (first with the East and the Midland, then alone).
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77. The Metropolitan North
(Chicago &)

[© Luciano Canepari, 2010, Venice University, Italy]

77.1. 'The Metropolitan North (Milwaukee, Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, Buffalo
and beyond, up to Syracuse [New York State] — fig 74 & fig 77.1-3) has the most rep-
resentative accent of the whole linguistic North of the USA. We will show the typ-
ical accent (fig 77.1), together with a number of broad variants (fig 77.2) and other
frequent —somehow marked- variants (fig 77.3).

The principal characteristic is the opposition between [oz, 0/ [04] (& [09%, po1i,
09100] but [001V]) and /o, @/ [aa] (& [az, wof). Thus: ['soa] ['soz/ saw, [loasf] [1ost/

fig 77.1. The Metropolitan North: typical vowels, diphthongs & intonation.
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48 Part 11. North America: North — English Pronunciation$

lost, ['wxret] ['wo| wall, ['soeii] ['spiif sorry, [hooiobi] [hoiobi/ horrible, [haat]
[hog/ hot, ['spaa] [spai spa, ['phaasta] [‘pasts/ pasta, [waant] [wont| want,
[khaam] [ka:m/ calm.

77.2. The difference between [04] [0z, pf and [aa] /b, aif is not great, but sufficient;
while in the broad accent we have [ae] opposed to [ae]: [sae] ['so:f saw, [laest] [losi/
lost, ['wae] [wog| wall, ['saexi] ['soiif sorry, [hooiabi] [hoioby/ horrible, [haet] [hof/
hot, ['spae] ['spaz/ spa, ['phaestz] ['paisfa/ pasta, ['waenf] [wonf/ want, [khaem] [ka:m/
calm.

In a more conservative accent (generally older, and less frequent now), we find, re-
spectively, [09] [oz, D] opposed to [ae] /o, aif: [soe] ['sozf saw, [Doesi] [lost/ lost, [woo]
[wo| wall, ['soe1i] ['spiif sorry, [hooobt] [hoioby/ horrible, [haef] [hot/ hot, ['spae]
[spa:/ spa, [phaeste] ['pasts/ pasta, ['waeng] [wont/ want, [khaem] [kaxm/ calm.

Anyway, the opposition is still firm, in spite of the fact that certain speakers
(usually older % better educated people) use [aa] /a:, o/ while others (generally

fig 77.2. The Metropolitan North: broad variants of vowels & diphthongs.
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77. Metropolitan North (Chicago &) 49

younger %r less educated people) use [ae] [o:, p/; they do not merge their realiza-
tions, while some hearers may confuse what they hear from different speakers.

77.3. Then we have to notice [s, 1 [y: [bsy, +-1f] [bit] bit, [o, 160] [o/: ['phot,
t-of] ['pot/ put; [E, g, te] [g[: [hed, l-ad, t-ed] [hed/ head, [c@), lea, llea, te(@)]
[®, [ [mead, I-ead, ll-ead, t-ead] [mad/ mad; [a, 14, te] /B/ [hab, I-ab, t-eb]
[heb/ hub. The readers are invited to discover some more particular phonic con-
texts for these phonemes, by carefully looking at the various vocograms.

As to the [V()1-1/ sequences, it is important to consider the second vocogram in
fig 77.1, and most of all the second one in fig 77.2: ['hry, thiu] /hwy/ bear, [khes,
\-eay, l-e1] [kea1/ care, [meii, |-Ea-, |i-ea-, L-oa-, lll-a-] ['mEeaii/ Mary, [khaai, t-aer,
l-ae1] [kay/ car, [forox, Vgaa] [faua] fur, [mooinuy, I'moox] ['mozniy, 'mo:y/ morn-
ing[mourning, [thua, -pui] [fosy/ tour.

As for the diphthongs, let us notice, in particular [Et, 0o/: ['sET, V'se1] ['SEY say,
['sao] ['sEy/ sale, [gora, I'goe] ['goe/ go, ['lgoot] ['goot/ goal. Of course, it is use-
ful to look at the other diphthongs, as well. A part from the narrow, or very nar-
row, [1, ii; pu, uu] /ii, uu/, it is important to note the raised broad variants for
[aEC, acC/: [Vleyf] [laef/ light, [Veof] ['act/ out. In fig 77.3, instead, we can see their
mediatic-influenced variants: t[as, at] [ag/, t[20, A0, A0] [ag].

fig 77.3. The Metropolitan North: lighter or mediatic-influenced variants.

Y L[y, oin, ,on, i, i \ d \ \ ﬁ\ \ [u/ I[p]
[t t[w@), 94, Lo, 4], ['tom- n#] 35 DO [o] t[o], {[u]
/E.I, @1l |[a1],
[e21/ {[a1], t[ea, aai]

Je tlech], feaf 1[c]
[, 2] t[z@), ean)]

[¢] t[e, at]

[o, o toew], {[0af]

[az, @z, o, wo/ (& [axm/ (-alm))
t[ae], [au/ [tae, lee]

[ac/ t[zo), A0F), r0@)] [aE/ t[as, aa}, AL, 494

B
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77.4. As for the consonants, we have already seen [4] [3/. Let us add just that, in
the broad accent, we often find I[t, d] both for /t, d/ and /0, d/. We conclude with
the grammeme -ing, which, in broad accents, can appear as [ix, in, 9n, n].

The more typical accent has a paraphonic general bent for nasalization, which
appears also when no nasal consonant is present: {~ [{izfrom{ukhaagoe-, $-ae-, |-ae-])
[\iztrom{oka:goo./ She’s from Chicago. Locally, we find: ‘/fo’ko:goo/’ [11-khxoa-,
1i-khae-, 1111-khoe- ] (where the second form, with broad [ae] [o:/, might sound
closer to neutral [a:] [a/).



80. A brief introduction
to the East (& maps)

[© Luciano Canepari, 2010, Venice University, Italy]

80. The linguistic eastern area of the States, actually, the northeastern part (fig

67.1-2, fig 74 & especially fig 80.1-2) comprises New England and the territory of
New York City. Excluding the westernmost part of New England (f & 78), Eastern
New England includes the accent (generally known as ‘Down East’) of the fishy
and rural state of Maine (without its northeastern part, which linguistically be-
longs to the adjoining Canadian Maritime Provinces, but with New Hampshire,
eastern Vermont, and northcentral Massachusetts).

fig 80.1. The northeastern part of the States.
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fig 80.2. Magnification of the East: Eastern New England and New York City.
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Besides, the East includes eastern Massachusetts (with Boston), Rhode Island
(with Providence, and parts of the adjoining states of Massachusetts, Connecticut
and the eastern part of Long Island, in the southernmost part of NY State), and
New York City (ie the southcentral part of Long Island, and adjacent parts of Con-
necticut and New Jersey).

For NYC, we will deal with its typical accent (with social differences) and with
ethnical peculiarities: Irish, Italian, Puerto Rican, Black and Jewish. We will end
with the Yiddish-English accent, mostly found in NYC (though not only there, of
course, and we will add its London differences, as well).



84. New York City 1 The typical

accent (with social differences)

[© Luciano Canepari, 2010, Venice University, Italy]

84.1. In spite of its small area (although it includes the adjoining parts of Con-
necticut, New Jersey and mainland New York State), New York City, or New York
(in International pronunciation /nujjoik, ne-, ni-, nt-, na-/), has a huge number of
speakers (approximately 8,000,000) for its typical accent.

The most characteristic vowel sound is [09, 24|] |[00, 04]] [0z, 01, Df: ['soA, 1-07A]
['sozf saw, [byoed, 1-070d] [bio:d/ broad, [se'sira] i[oo-, -1ia] [oisfwo1] austere, [toon,
l-oon] [loy/ long, [toest, I-0osf] [losf/ lost. There are further broader variants (as can
be seen in the fourth vocogram): {1['soa, 'bjood, oo'sfiia, toron, toost] 11['soa,
brord, oa'stria, toan, Toast] L ['swoa, biword, woo'stria, fwozy, twosst] ([w] is
a semi-approximant, corresponding to [w]).

84.2. By the way, our notation and vocograms, at last, clearly show what really
people say, instead of using either some generic diacritics and official symbols —not
in diagrams of any sort— including a lot of absurd [5], or partial acoustic diagrams
of peculiar individual speakers, not prone to useful normalizations. Nor do we use
accountant-like dull percentages. Please, notice the real usefulness of fig 84.2, too.

Instead, we find [09, aa] [o1, pgl: ['sooyi, 'saa-] ['spii/ sorry, [hooabf, haa-]
[hoiobi/ horrible, [f1>0g, -aag] [Ming/ frog. Then, [soy, 1o:y; loog; 1101, taai] [ou:
[stoeqi, {-00-] ['sfoaif story. Even [az, a:f are peculiarly back [«a, tag; taa]: [foada,
l-ag-; $-aa-] Maday/ father, [khora, s tara] [kazy/ car.

84.3. The other notorious case of characteristic vowel is [, lea, |lEq, ||lea,
Lll93] [e, @/, but this is complicated by distributional, contextual and socio-
phonic peculiarities, ie ‘socio-taxophones’, apart from middle-class ‘elegant’ [tea,
ttaa] (now quite rare, that we show only in the vocograms). The normalized dis-
tribution is as follows: even in the broadest accent, we always have [2] before the
voiceless stop(strictive)s [p, [, k; tI/: [Chep] [dep/ chap, [bef] [bet| bat, ['sek] ['sak/
sack, 'meet]] ['met]/ match.

But we find the raised and diphthongized realizations [lea, |lEa, llleq, |11193]
before the voiced stops [b, d, g/: [tkhab, I-eab, ll-Eab, (1l-eab, l11-9ab] [kab/
cab, ["ad, l-ead, W-ead, ll-ead, Wil-ood] ['ded/ dad, [tbaq, |-eag, l-eag,
L-eag, Wil-99g] [beg/ bag.

e same is true before the voiceless constrictives [1, 0, s, {[: [tkhef, |-caf, |{-gaf,
Vi-eaf, Llil-9of] [keet] calf, [tb0, |-cal, |1-£a0, 111-eab, |111-990] [baOf bath, [t'meas,
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fig 84.1. New York City: typical vowels, diphthongs & intonation (/e is in the 2nd vocogram).
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=== =T =5 opical NYC
[JT N1 pe-1

T=l= = =1 t=1-1 Bronx
1T N R HE-

l-eas, |I-Eas, Jll-eas, L11-99s] ['mas| mass, [1'daf, I-eal, |1-Eaf, Lil-eaf, 1111-93[] ['del/
dash.

84.4. There is inconsistency with the voiced constrictives |v, 3, z, 3/, although
[] is considered to be the normal(ized) realization: ['sev] ([\-ea-, |l-Ea-, |l-ea-,
W-9a-]) ['sev] salve, [&ez] ([-eaz, W-Eaz, Wi-eaz, Ll-ooz]) [&ez| jazz, &.

Both possibilities can occur before the voiced stopstrictive |d&/: [ba-ds, I-cads,
W-Eads, Ll-eads, Lll-9ods] [beds/ badge, ['medsik, 1-ca-, |i-Ea-, lll-ea-, |111-95-]
[medgik/ magic.

As for the nasals, we find the raised taxophones before /m, n/, while speakers
oscillate with [/ (although [2] predominates): [t's&'m, |-eam, {|-Eam, |l|-eam,
Wil-oam] ['seem/ Sam, [t'men, |-ean, ||-Ean, lll-ean, llll-9on] ['men/ man,
[sern] ([L-ean, W-ean, Wi-ean, W-oan]) [sen/ sang, [fizenk, 1] (l-ea-, H-ea-,
W-ea-, L-99-]) Maenk/ Frank.

Before [4/ and [1/, there is no raising: ['seet] ['seey/ Sal, ['heeqi, 1-1i] [heexi/ Harry.

84.5. Besides, this distribution of taxophones also applies if an obstruent (con-
sonant) is added, but not if followed by /1, 1, §/ or a vowel: [tkhemp, |-ca-, ||-Ea-,
Wi-ea-, Wil-9o-] [kemp/ camp, [teny, l-ea-, |l-Ea-, |ll-ea-, |1I1-99-] ['enf/ ant,
[t'deens, l-ea-, |l-Ea-, Ll-ea-, LI11-99-] ['dens/ dance, [tyent, |-ca-, |l-Ea-, |ll-eq,
W99+, t'x] [xentl] ranch, [1khendi, I-ea-, |l-Ea-, l-ea-, L1I1-95-] [kendi/ candy.

The same is true if inflectional grammemes (such as s, -d, -ing, -y, -ly) are added:
[tkhebz, |-ea-, ll-Ea-, L-ea, LLl-oo-] [khebz/ cabs, [tbend, -ea-, ll-Ea, Lll-eq
W-oo-] [baend/ banned, [t'plenuy, 1-ca-, |1-Ea-, |il-ea-, 1111-99-] ['pleny/ planning,
[t'gleesi, l-ea-, |l-Ea-, lll-ea-, LI1l-90-] ['glaesi/ glassy, [t'menli, l-ea-, |i-Ea-, |il-eq-,
L-9a-] 'menlif manly.

Autonomous grammemes (such as auxiliaries and modals) retain [e] (if not used
in their —more normal- reduced forms): ['=e'm] [‘®m/ am, [hey] [haev/ have, [he]

[hez/| has, [he-d] ['hed| had, [khen] [ken/ can, ['end] [end/ and.

84.6. Let us notice that raising occurs in checked syllable, even with ['$$, '$$$]
structures, generally, but not with ['$$$]. Since [, &/ are ‘short’ vowel phonemes
in International and most American English, we have ['&CV, '2C'V/ even in ['dxeg-
), 'maedzik, tmadson, evel|njuu/ (with raising, as well) dragging, magic, imag-
ine, avenue, &. But ['enom{, hju'mensti/ (without raising, with [®C'V$/) animal,
humanity, &c.

Besides, learned or less common words have no raising: [dles] [sles/ alas,

['phlenst] ['plenst/ planet.
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In word-initial position, common words have raising: [t'&ffa, l'ea-, {V'Ea-, Lll'ex-,
Wiso-] [eftas] after, [t'esk, l'ea-, L'Ea-, Lil'ea-, 1111'99-] ['esk/ ask. While less com-
mon words have no raising, in the same word-initial position: [tefgen, -un, {-ean,
-Ean, (ll-ean, |il-9on] ['efgen, -on/ Afghan, ['esfoyisk, 1-1-] ['esfoxisk/ asterisk.

84.7. But this is only half the story, because we can also find mixed usages with
different people, and oscillations with the same speakers, as well. But, for a ‘nor-
malized’ accent, this has to be considered true.

The anecdotes about speakers confusing taxophones of [&, #/ with [Es, 19/, are
just perception mistakes by hearers. In fact, we have [bad, |'bead, 1Ibead,
Wibead, Wilbsad] [bed/ bad, [besd, ibesd, tibesd] [beord/ bared, [brad,
tbriad] /bweid/ beard, and ['en, V'ean, WWEan, Wl'ean, Lil'son] ['en/ Ann, [t'von,
'ron] (& ['rion; '1ta9an, 1499n, 'asan, |I9on]) [on/ (& [iion; 'aren/) lan, &c. And
the same holds for /o, o1, pf with [0/, as in: ['goed, I'gorod, ll'good, lli'\goad,
L'guozd] /'lgod/ (if pronounced as ‘/'god/’) god, ['god, V'qud] ['god/ good.

Let us consider also [toa, I-0a, L1-0, Ll-04, WHwos, tloe] [lo:f law, [Toa,
towo, t1tlo-ot] [lo:if lore, [tua, t1uwar] [losy/ (British English also: [ljess, 1ja:1, ljoti/)
lure.

84.8. No matter how similar they may seem to be, we do think that no real nat-
ural phonetician would confuse even [es, 3, €3] [Eo] with [Ea, ea], or [13, 0] [15/
with [99, ea], and [09, 00, 00, Wog, 03] [0/ (& |03, 01f) with [0, ] [/, or with [us,
uA|] [ea1 or [00, 04l] [ou1, ¢ourf. Actually, [00] is shared by [o:/ and [o:3, 013/, as in
any non-rhotic accent, indeed (unless they distinguish between /o:1, ¢:1/, by using
an opener timbre in the former than in the latter).

We collect this sociophonic information about /e, &/ and oz, o1, p/ & in fig
84.2 to better show how things actually are.

fig 84.2. New York City: socio-phonic variants of /&, &/ and [o:, ¢z, p/. Also prepausal Joa1, o1,
o1/ are included, to complete the discussion in § 84.7.
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84.9. It is worthwhile noticing [33, 134|] [o:1/: ['f32, I-34] [fau1] fur, and [397,
a1] [our, uf: [M3agi, L-agil Mo/ furry, ['haagi, -aqi] [hoi/ hurry. There is a three-
-way opposition for: ['meeyi, 1-1i] /'meii/ marry, ['meyi, 1-1i] 'mEeii/ merry, [mesyi,
l-e31i, {{-e3yi, 1-E31i, {-Ea1i, M-E1i] ['mE21i/ Mary.

The readers are invited to inspect the diphthongs in the third vocogram (and
their variants, in the last three vocograms, including the taxophones + [3/). We will
only draw attention to [aE, ac/. As a matter of fact, we have [tas, a9, las, |{03]
[ag/: [t'thasm, -xom, |-asm, |-09m] [faem/ time (followed by a voiceless conso-
nant, it is frequent to find ‘neutral-like’ [ttas], too: [tt'wasy, t-asf, -asf, l-asf,
W-0st] ['wakt| white), [teo, Ao, lzo] [ao/: [theos, -a0s, |-20s] [haos| house.

84.10. As to the consonants, the broad accent has |[t, d] (less often even velar-
ized, Li[¢, 4]) /I d/: [tha'det, tthad-, 11thad-, $-e1] [[o'deY today. Besides, we fre-
quently find [?] /1, {/ + [ *V, *C[: [tut, {, \-2-] [}/ little, [Ozpbak, -2+, 1]
[dztbok/ that book, [nar'oonhi, tna-, -2-, -] /not'oonh/ not only.

Another typical consonantal phenomenon is I[t, d, 0, dd] [0, d] /6, J/:

L[dws'tuy:, dOis'tOuy] 1[dwsOuy:] /OOy this thing. The same is true for i[t, d, 0, dJ]
1[t0, d3] /0, 46/: I[eut, O] 1[-t0] [E1tO] eighth, \[wid, -dd] 1[-dJ] [wid0] width.
Not only [t/ [1], but also /Vc]V/ 1]: [tee1a] [lefas/ latter, [tz 1-da] [leedoi/ ladder.

The broad accent often has |[ng*)V]: ['sig, Vsiggt-, -] ['suyif/ sing it, [toer
'nslond, 1-9g, ttoro-, Iloo-, L1Toz-, LI1Toa, 11lltwos-, tas-, l'as-, I109-] [loy 'aE-
lond/ Long Island.

ically, we have [L, 11, 1id, L] /1/ [Tdi, sk, s, syl [1dif Lly, (4, 4] 4/
['bai 1 /by bill; [4, 4] [§/: [baal, -4, tba-, I-2-] [boti/ bottle.

84.11. The typical New-York accent is non-rhotic, and thus has ‘linking »” and
is prone to ‘intrusive 7’ practice: [foray w'we', $faras, twwet] [tau swel/ far away,
[Vl>ey an(dyooda, 114, 1-da, 1oy, 1toog, ooy, 1ltosy, 11toay, Wiltwosy] [lo:
ond'o:1do1/ law and order.

However, younger and more educated speakers are more or less influenced by
neutral % mediatic pronunciation, so they are (although unsystematically) par-
tially rhotic, even with [1] instead of ‘normal’ [1], or rather with a softer [1]: [tt]oe
@)on(dyoordsr]. To be true, some speakers can have [3a1, 3] [o11/, also to avoid us-
ing, or letting people think they use, the broad and highly stigmatized ‘Brooklyn’
variant [s%] [ou1/: ['mstda, 'm3a-, 'msrda, r'msordar] /'mo:idoi/ murder.

The broad accent also has [{{1, SI’.I, {-, §t6x-] /staf (and [dgx-] [daf, as well): | [§tysit,
tx, -, §6x-] ['staiif/ street. Besides, the broad accent is rather nasal, especially for
[VN/ sequences (but also paraphonically): ['di:p jwkﬂlrj'kh@mx] ['0en jokon'kem/
Then you can come. Besides, [0, Tj [j/: [npru] [njuu/ new, [hp. ub] [tjuub/ tube,

[duuk] /djuuk/ duke (including [du¥yuy, Vdpuy-, 1Wdoo-, L] /djesr/ during).



85. New York City 2
Ethnic characteristics: Irish, Italian,
Puerto Rican, Black & Jewish

[© Luciano Canepari, 2010, Venice University, Italy]

85.1. Apart from the ‘typical’ accent (( 84), with its social peculiarities, it is
possible to find ethnic characteristics, as well. fig 85.1 shows the principal parts of
New York City.

fig 85.1. The five boroughs of NYC: Manhattan, the Bronx, Queens, Brooklyn (Kings) &
Staten Island (Richmond).

Brooklyn
(Kings)

Staten
Island

(Richmond)

85.2. The ‘Irish’ use less broad traits and generally have normal [0, 8] /0, d/;
fewer [?] for [f, t/ than in the Bronx; a frequent dental stop-semi-constrictive real-
ization of [88, dZ] [t, d/; the use of [1V1] [1Vi/ and [IV}] /IVy/; systematic use of [in/
for /uy/; narrow higher diphthongs [ii, ee, 0o, uu] /ii, et, 0o, uu/; and intonation
patterns as shown in fig 85.2.
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fig 85.2. Irish accent: peculiar diphthongs & intonation.
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85.3. The ‘Italians’ (generally more concentrated in Brooklyn and Staten Is-
land, /'sfetn 'aelond/) have the vowels, diphthongs and intonations shown in fig
85.3. The consonants, generally, have the broad variants seen in (¢ 84.

A broader version, more typical of bilingual people (but different from actual
Italians, such as tourists, f & 245, which is still more foreign-like), or ‘Little-Italy style,

fig 85.3. Brooklyn & Staten Island (often called ‘Italian’): vowels, diphthongs & intonation
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has the vocalic and intonational elements given in fig 85.4 (with more secondary
stresses and often with [$'$] for ['$$]: [baarlrwozae, -h-] [bauliwe: ;1] barley water.
For the consonants we find: [ ng, 11] [n/; ‘unaspirated’, but lengthened [p t;, ks f]
o> 't ks /s [t d] /1, dfs [t ds o] [t [t, 66, d, d8] [, Of; [s, 12] [zf; [8] [hf; [r, 10] [x, 1f;
[te, ste, dx] /[, 5[1, dafs [IL 1 /1Y, (1, 1[4/, [ol, of] fif; [CYCV] [(OCHV], [VVCVY]
[NCVY; [VDon] [fen®; [de, di, dd-] [3s/, [dr, do1] [di/ the; [tu] [fa, tu/ to.

fig 85.4. ‘Little Italy’ broad accent.
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85.4. The ‘Puerto Ricans’ have the vocalic and intonational characteristics giv-
en in fig 85.5 (for a broader accent f & 223). For mb and ng, the broad accent has
[mb, ng]; the ‘aspiration’ of [')p, 'f, 'k; 'tf/ is possible only in a mild accent; we find
[t, d] /t, d, [t, 1] [t), [VBV, VeV, VBeV] /b, v/, [V8V, VedV, VarV] [d]; [s, 1z] /Z/ [1sC,
1 T i 10,110,016 141 6 5 0% o VI VL v 1
[w/; [VjV, VwV] [EL, aE, OE; 00, ao/+[a1/: [pawer] ['pacayf power; [()te, dze] 1[x] /()11
dsf; [IVL, 1IVH] [L, ¢/, [}, Y] [lj/, [ol, tol] [3f; [cVe, 4V, 12Vi] [aVa); (0] [jf; [h, lh] [h/;
[6C] [f*C[; [C@*] |CCH; [VVCH] [NVVCH, [VVH] [VVY].

fig 85.5. Puerto Rican accent: vowels, diphthongs & intonation.
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85.5. The ‘Blacks’ keep their ethnic characteristics better, having less contacts
with different people. Thus, the readers are referred to ¢ 106.

85.6. The ‘Jews” have the vocalic and intonational elements shown in fig 85.6.
Their [ea] [, @/ are less raised, while their [00, 0al] {[woo, woa|] [o:, o1, D] are
definitely more raised, even if not unique; besides, we find the marked variants of
[E1, la1; ou, l8u] [EL, 00/, [49, o1, 1] [aE, OE, ac/, and the peculiar timbre of [,
t&1] [21/, in every position, not only final.

fig 85.6. Peculiarities of the Jewish accent: some vowels & diphthongs, and intonation.
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As for the consonants, we have [gk”, n’qV] [y/ and [g] [gg/: ['suygk] [sugiy/
singing, [luoor 'gasland] [loy 'aelond/ Long Island, [fiys] [fiygei] finger; [t, O, ©;
d, do, &] /t, d/, [, 24] [t#/; [d] [t/ in addition to [npu; tpu, 0-, & dpu, dd-, dz ]
[nj; tj> di/> we can find ¢$[nip; Spu, tip; dgpu, dipl, as well; [s, g; z, o] /s, zf; [t, d]
19, 9; [s] [2"f; [2'C] [$"C[; [r, Yo, Lba] [1f, [8, ¢, Lo, Lha] [y,

The tonic syllables of the three intonemes are quite peculiar, as can be seen in
the tonogram of fig 85.6.



87. A brief introduction
to the Midland (& maps)

[© Luciano Canepari, 2010, Venice University, Italy]

87.1. The linguistic area identified as the Midland (f fig 87.1) comprises an east-
ern part and a larger western part. The eastern part (¢f fig 87.2) covers New Jersey
to Pennsylvania, ie from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh.

This may be considered to be a kind of transitional zone, with mixed character-
istics, sometimes called Middle(-Atlantic) States. Geographically, it includes also New
York City, which shares some peculiarities with Philadelphia (but is more properly
placed in the East koiné of the States, from a strict linguistic point of view).

fig 87.1. The Midland speech area of the USA.
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87.2. The western part of the Midland, generally called the Midwest (or Middle
West) includes most of the states from Ohio, Indiana, Illinois to great parts of
Iowa, Missouri, Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska (f fig 87.1). This area, although
phono-tonetically differentiated, and not as uniform as once it was thought to be,
from a phonemic point of view, better corresponds to the typical phonological sys-
tem of American English. Indeed, most Americans —generally, including Midland-

ers— think that the best pronunciation is to be found in this western area of the
Midland.
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In fact, jsk (ie John Samuel Kenyon), as early as 1924, based his famous book

about American Pronunciation on his own accent of the Western Reserve of Ohio.

fig 87.2. Eastern Midland.
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92. Eastern Pennsylvania
(Philadelphia)

[© Luciano Canepari, 2010, Venice University, Italy]

92.1. Going back to the eastern section of the Midland (the Middle Atlantic
States, f § 87.1 and especially fig 87.2), we find Philadelphia (eastern Pennsylvania
and most of New Jersey), that has an accent of its own, which shares some peculiar-
ities with New York City, though less extreme.

Let us start with [z, lea, |{Eam-n, |llesm-n] /&, 2/, which means that, beside nor-
mal [&], we find [ea] before [f, 0, s/ (and /d/ only in bad, glad, mad; occasionally, al-
so sad and dad): [thef, |-eaf] [hef] half, [vpha0, |-ea0] ['p£0/ path, [t'phes, |-cas]
['pees| pass, [tlest, Vleasf] [lesi/ last, [tbed, I-ead] [bed| bad, [r'gled, V'glead]
['qled/ glad, [t'med, \-ead] ['mad/ mad. Before /m, n/, we have: [t'se'm, |{Eam,
Wl-esm] ['sem/ Sam, [t'meen, |{-Ean, |ll-eon] 'man/ man, [t'ent, |l-Eanf, |1l-esnf]

[ent/ ant, [thend, ll-eand, ll-eond] [hend/ hand.

fig 92. Eastern Pennsylvania (Philadelphia): vowels, diphthongs & intonation.
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92.2. The raising is present also with inflectional suffixes: [tbenuy, |i-Ea-,
1l-es-] [benwy/ banning, [t'phesuy, Li-ea-] ['pesiy/ passing (while we have only []
[®, & in: hammer, panel, passive, example).

By analogy, also (true or false) derivational suffixes can, variably, produce rais-
ing in words that do not have any real suffix (or that do not exist as plain words):
['phlestik, |-ea-] ['plespik/ plastic, [lesi, I-ea-] [lasi/ Lassie.

The grammemes, if stressed, have no raising: ['&nd] [end/ and, ['&m] [em/ am,
[heev] [hev| have, ['hez] [hez/ has, [haed] [hed/ had, [khen] [ken/ can (but the
noun can is [tkhan, |l-Ean, ll-e9n] [khen/, while can’t oscillates [t'khent, |i-Eant,
til-eanf] ['kaeng/). Such lexemes as irregular verbs in [&m”, &n’/ have no raising, as
well: ['swae'm] [swem/ swam, [12n] [1en] ran, [bu'gaen] [bo'gen/ began (but [te,
g, Jiles] [e] in slam, which is a regular verb; and also in understand, irregular
but not ending in a plain nasal consonant).

92.3. The sequences [astV, @sfV] oscillate: 'measty, |-ea-] ['meestai/ master, [phlas-
t1, l-ex-] [')plaestas] master. The same is true of the sequences [&NV]: [tfemsli, |{-Ea-,
Ll-eo-] Memolif family, and camera, damage, manage, manner, flannel, planet, as
well. In a broader accent, also some words with [elV/ can have moderate raising.
In addition, as in New York, learned words like adz, alas, Gath, wrath, which are
acquired late in life, oscillate considerably.
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92.4. As to the other vowels (and diphthongs), the accent of Philadelphia has
a number of typical peculiarities, especially in its broadest version. In fact, we have
a lowered [y, 19] [y: [1'sy, V'sot] ['sif/ sit; retracted [tE, la, Vi31] [E/: [tbe, I'bad]
[bed/ bed, [t'meii, I'ma-, ||'m3-, |-1i] /'mExi/ merry, and retracted [ta, Ix, 11x] [ta4,
15§, Uog] [e, eyf: [that, L-af, W-at] [hef/ hut, [vdag, t-ag, W-ox] et/ dull.

Let us also notice [t22, o7, lo0] [o1, 01, Df: [1's02, o8, I-0°0] ['sof saw, [19of,
-onf, 1-00f] ['pf] off and [aa] /o, a:, q/: ['haaqf] [hot/ hot, ['spaa] ['spa:f spa.

The sequences [Vas, Vii; Vai, Vuf are quite peculiar; let us consider a few (of
course, all the others should be inspected well, too): ['meii, l-exi, {I-e1i, I-1i] 'mEdii/
Mary, [t'mex, |-axi, |1-311, {{{-&3i, |-1i] ['mEexi/ merry, ['w3ai, 1-31i, |-&1i, $-&, |-1i]
[woui] worry, 31, 1-1i] Mo furry, s3] Mo/ fur, [khawas, o1, W-0e1, 111-031]
[kaz1/ car, [woz, t-071] [wou| war, ['dos, 1-071] ['dota] door, ['son1i, t-aa-, 1-00-, {-1i]
['spaoif sorry, ['thoasanf, t-aa-, 1-00-] [fo1ong/ torrent, [thos, -o71, 1-uy, l-uvi] [es1/
tour.

92.5. Also the diphthongs are a bit peculiar. Let us start with the marked real-
izations of 14[iiC, erC] [iiC, e1C/: ['brif, lI-iif] (although, practically, coinciding
with International English) /biif/ beat, [thri, I-vi, W-v1] [fii] tea, [t'mEe1d, -a1d,
l-ead, W-asd, ll-e1d] /'mEeid/ made. Let us continue with the peculiar realizations
of [pu, tap, tip] fuy/: [thpu, t-ep, $-ipl [fuu/ two, [30, 160, 1100, 120, llao] [co/:
[s3°0, 1-6'0, 11-0'0, |-20, lI-70] [soe/ so. The readers are invited to look at the oth-
er three diphthongs, and their variants, particularly [o1, {01, ll01] [oE/ : [boTT, |-071,
l-01] [bog/ boy, and the possible raising of [tes, A9, |as] [aC/: [t'nest, -ast, |-59f]
[nagf/ night.

92.6. As for the consonants, let us report the frequent occurrence of [t], hj] /hj/:
[jpruds, t-wpds, $-ipds, thj-] [hjuuds/ huge; [0, 3] [t, d]: [Idss'tan:, 131sOy] [dis-
'O/ this thing; [1, 12]: 'phaaieny, -, |-#2n#] [‘paafnay/ partner.

But the most peculiar consonantal feature is the treatment of /1, 4, §/. This ac-
cent also shows vocalization of [3, §/ [1, §, 13]: [bog, L-1g;, 11-97%] [buy/ bill (and even
deletion, especially after rounded vowels and diphthongs: [o04, 1003, 11-00] ['o3/
all, ['thpot, -puf, W-prs, Li-pro] [fuug/ tool).

Typically, the same is said to happen to [/, but, actually, we find [1], 13, I}, 1I1],
even between vowels (not real ‘vocalization’, although it is easy to be confused,
when somebody works with only a few and scanty number of phones and sym-
bols): [t'daals, -4, |-+, W-+] [doley/ dollar, [thilwy, 1§, -1, 11-4] il feeling,
[LEoga'dattia, V-ast-] [fdo'destis/ Philadelphia, [1Mo4i, 1-1i] [fdif Philly.

92.7. The quality of [/, which often becomes intense (or ‘syllabic’, [4]) even af-
ter vowels or diphthongs, causes the merger of [act, acat/: ['a04, I'a03, l'®0-, L0,
IVo] [fact| owl, ['thao}, I-a0%, I-&0-, li-€o-, |-Vo] ['taosy/ towel. Of course, some
other sequences may sound more or less similar: ['phaj, -@4, l-20] [pet/ pal,
[khao, |-a0, ll-e0] [kao/ cow; [tfeg, l-ag, W-ay] [tey] fell, T30, 1-60, 11-0'0, |-20,
1-wo] [foe/ foe; [t'Elon, VEhun, |V'atun, |l'apun] [Elon/ Ellen, ['309n, t'so-, t11'00-,
120-, ll'50-] ['cean/ Owen.



97. A brief introduction
to the South (& maps)

[© Luciano Canepari, 2010, Venice University, Italy]

97.1. The maps in fig 97.1-2 show the area covered by the linguistic South of the
USA. It is apparent that it is impossible to simply speak of ‘#he Southern accent’.
Thus, we will also divide our treatise into better-known accents (part 14, with G 97-
106) and lesser-known accents (part 15, with @ 107-115). Both will contain a num-
ber of accents, which are delimited in the map, but are not necessarily contiguous.
Apart from a general presentation, the smaller or larger subareas are indicated
rather clearly.

97.2. Five greater areas can be identified as well. Texas, or Texas South, with two
subzones (Dallas, Houston) and the Chicano belt (indicated by the thin dotted
line, f fig 67.2-3, as well). The western South, mostly Arkansas, Louisiana, Missis-
sippi, and southwestern Tennessee —including New Orleans, although quite pecu-
liar— and southwestern Alabama, where, nowadays, we easily find [/ actually real-
ized as a contoid, except in New Ortleans. The northern South includes the moun-

fig 97.1. Map of the five principle zones of the linguistic South (with its subdivisions).
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fig 97.2. Map of the South, with more particulars.
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tain regions of the Ozarks and Appalachia (connected by a thick dotted line that
indicates a transitional subzone, with mixed realizations and usages). They are still
fairly similar, and treated together, because decidedly different from the rest be-
low them. The central South (mostly Alabama, Georgia and Florida) is separated
from the eastern South (mostly North and South Carolina, and Virginia, where
special taxophones of [a, ac/ + [C/[ are particularly frequent).

97.3. Of course, the differences are not only spacial, or geographical, but also
social. Thus, we will start with a more general description of —so to say— a ‘gener-
al southern accent’, neither too broad, nor too mild (or mixed). But still a recogniz-
ably typical southern accent. Then, we will add more peculiar characteristics, both
social and regional, including differences depending on sociophonic factors, such
as the speakers’ age, education, occupation, gender, attitudes towards language
and pronunciation. However, we will not provide arid statistics, with dull percent-
ages (as 0.01%, or 50%), which make one think of so many impotent Peeping
Toms.

97.4. Instead, we will employ our ‘usage arrows), such as —one or more— upward
arrows (1), or downward arrows (1), and double arrows (1), as well. Of course, any
| indicates a degree of less recommendable pronunciation, generally in compari-
son with the International accent (frankly and objectively, the best possible one,
today), or with the American neutral accent, for Northern America. Or the British
neutral accent, for other accents described, including the Celtic accents or the
southern hemisphere ones. Of course, any mediatic accents are ruled out auto-
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matically. The same criteria hold good for second- or foreign-language accents, ac-
cording to their (personal, local, or national) primary ‘affiliations’.

Consequently, any 1 indicates a degree of more recommendable pronunciation,
again in comparison with the International accent (or with the American or
British neutral accents, as the case may be).

Accordingly, any ¢ indicates a kind of pronunciation, which certain speakers,
in given places or societies, subjectively judge as being ‘better’ than others, which,
actually, from our (well-known) point of view, are nothing but more or less marked
peculiarities, that —rather— should be avoided, because different from international
ones.

97.5. Of course, the usual sociophonic factors are relevant in the South, too.
However, it is very important to always keep clearly in mind that there is a fun-
damental distinction between rural and urban speech. Urban speakers, as a whole,
present milder and less typical accents, ie more influenced by either neutral or me-
diatic accents, and avoid more local, and generally stigmatized, features. Inevita-
bly, urban speakers are more exposed to contacts with outsiders and to frequent
linguistic comparisons.

On the contrary, rural speakers may even have no outside contact through their
whole lives. So they will keep the local and typical features more systematically
and more faithfully. Of course, isolated coastal or mountainous areas are more con-
servative than metropolitan areas such as those of Atlanta, Birmingham, Houston,
Dallas.

It is a rather well-known fact that watching Tv does not change much a speak-
er’s accent, while new words are more regularly learned, for active use, although
—inevitably— within one’s own typical phonemic system. However, it is a fact that
accents can be learned from 1v, according to the frequency of their presence on
TV, the faithfulness of their quality, and —of course— the scientific and artistic ap-
titude for this important part of Natural Phonotonetics (& Paraphonics, as well).



98. The South (proper)

[© Luciano Canepari, 2010, Venice University, Italy]

98.1. The phonosynthesis of fig 98.1 presents a typical, but mild, southern accent.
It includes a moderate ‘drawl’ for the phonemically short vowels (especially, but not
only, in monosyllables), occurring in intonemes [19, £a, €a, aa, 23, wi] [i, E, 2, D, ©,
0/, as if they were real phonemic diphthongs ‘/u, eE, 22, aaq, ee, 0o/. Otherwise, in
lighter accents, we can find simple [y, E, €, a, &, w], in currently non-lengthening
contexts, ie mostly followed by voiceless consonants: ['stuyin] ['suyuy/ singing, [brad]

[bid/ bid, ['hist] [hg/ hit, [bead] [bed/ bed, ['heaf] [hef/ het (heterosexual), [bead]

fig 98.1. The South: vowels, diphthongs & intonation of a mild, general, normalized accent.
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[beed/ bad, [heaf] [hef] hat, [khaad] [kod/ cod, [haaf] [hot/ hot, [khasd] [ked/
cud, ['hast] [hef/ hut, [hoad] [houd/ heard, [hoof] [haaf/ hurt, [gurid] ['god/ good,
[tuzt] Mot/ foot, ['soe] ['sozf saw, ['soof] ['sot] sought, ['s>en] ['soy/ song, [oef] ['pi]
off, ['sooq1] ['sp1if sorry, ['woeyis] ['woiisa| warrior, ['spaa] [spa:f spa, [tvesn, hw-,
tw-] [wen/ when, [mean] 'men/ man, ['seay] [sen/ sang, [fooy] [Mouif furry, [hes-
1) [houif hurry, ['stou] ['suif city, [tsmtloans] [influans/ influence.

98.2. A lighter type of southern drawl, phonetically, shows just narrow ho-
mochromatic diphthongs (or doubling), [w, EE, €, aq, 22, wu] (for phonemical-
ly simple /u, E, 2, D, ®, 0/): [brid] /'bid/ bid, &c. While, a still lighter drawl just has
an added semichrone, [] + [] = [], thus, [V-C] > [V:C] (as phonemically long vow-
els, ‘[u, B, &, @, e, 01]), [u, B, &, @, &5, wil: [bud] [bid/ bid, &c.

The more evident the southern drawl becomes, we find [V-C, VVC] » [VVVC(C]
(with the same —doubled— vocoids); or [VVC] » [VVVC]. Notice that [V] indicates
slightly different vocoids, generally centralized, as shown above, to give narrow
diphthongs plus a vocoid, ie real phonetic triphthongs. This extra-lengthening of
the stressed syllables, in intonemes, is counterbalanced by corresponding short-
enings of the unstressed syllables in words % phrases and sentences, as we will see
below: [\V] > [[V] or [0]: ['dzeanyli 'sx¥0naz izl aa'desn>faad] ['dEn(e)1sli 'sedays-
nojz oriize)li ae'denfotard/ Generally, Southerners are easily identified.

98.3. Consequently, this length compensation further highlights the difference
between stressed (& drawled) syllables and unstressed (& more reduced-than-
-normal) syllables: [VVVC] vs [ ,VC]. This effect is further increased, when the drawl
produces triphthongs, instead of simple diphthongs, in even broader accents, as
we will see: [VVVC] (and even [V"VVC], where [V] indicates more or less still differ-
ent vocoids). Here, we show an example of what will be dealt with below, for
broader accents, although we have not yet given any examples of the diphthongs
(f fig 98.4): ['tharoon, 'thaeraon] (even ['th&sdn, th&don]) [taon/ town.

98.4. The other vocograms (in fig 98.1) show the phonemic diphthongs of a
mild accent like this. We just exemplify them in final position, and /a1, 9:1/ (leav-
ing to the readers the task to search examples with [3/ or in internal position):
[thvi] 'tiif tea, [d=1] ['dey/ day, [1aa] [lag/ lie, [karo] [kao/ cow, [bo1] [bok[ boy,
[thin] [tuu/ two; [brs] [biaif beer, [kher] [keai| care, [khaa] [ka/ car, [woe,
'woz] ['wof war, [foro, for] [fou1] four, [phos, ‘phoz, 'phoo] [pesif poor, [fo73]
[fora] fur; and [foaqx] [Morif furry, ['hasya] [houif hurry.

98.5. A further southern peculiarity, a rather marked one, indeed, shows ap-
preciable timbre differences in the six short stressed vowels, according to phonic
contexts. Not all (even broad) speakers have them systematically, or so evidently as
shown in fig 98.2. The effect applies to words with a front vocoid, against 5/, in the
following syllable. So, we can generally say that the frame ['C_C/ uses the ‘middle’
realizations shown in fig 98.2. While the frame ['C_Ci, -CoC/ (this last corresponds
to [-CiC/ in the South) employs the fronter realizations; while the frame ['C_Cs(C)/
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uses the backer ones. Thus, we can have: ['phrtkif] [)pikof/ picket, ['phiaks] [pikos/
picker, [&esli] ['dzElif jelly, ['soalz] ['seloy/ cellar, [pheayt] ['peesi/ parry, [phaegaf]
['p10f] parrot, [haayid] [hosad/ horrid, [haayr] [hoiasf horror, ['phrsu] ['petif put-
ty, [baaar] [betos/ butter, [busli] [bolif bushy, [phus(z] ['pofo1] pusher.

fig 98.2. Contextual marked timbre differences.

|

\ o] [wE, wu, we]

L]
[ {1, w, 9] \\ q"l\\'?«\ll \\
[E] L[es, o1, a3] D*‘j ‘L! \\ \ [e] L[23, 21, 4]

[/ l[Ea, ea, ae] \
\ \ \ I\-E] \ [p/ \[aa, aa, aq]

98.6. We can now look at fig 98.3, which shows further realizations of the vow-
els and diphthongs of broader southern accents, though not so broad as those we
will see later on (in fig 98.4). Of course, occasionally they can be used even by speak-
ers who mostly show the realizations of fig 98.1, giving a kind of intermediate accent.
It goes without saying, that also some of the realizations shown in fig 98.4 can appear
mixed with some of those in fig 98.3 (and even fig 98.1, naturally including fig 98.2).

Let us start from the possible and typical merger exemplified by: [phran, {'phesn]
[pw/ pin, [phesn, I'phron] [)pen/ pen, ['misny, I'mesni] ['muni/ mini, [mesn, 'mus-
ni] /'meni/ many, [qrom, lqersm] [Tum/ rz'm, [feom, '{rom] [xem/ REM. Then,
[seram, V'seom] [sem/ Sam, [seary, I'seoq] [sen/ sang (always looking at fig 98.1-3).

Let us add some further variants: ['stoar, I-t, 1-i] ['sifif city, [busk, Ibzok, 1buzk,
ttbosk] /bok/ boo/e [borad, Vbasd] [baurd/ bird, [hasy, Vhast, thast] [fhet/ hut,
['so0, Vs, L'sp'o] ['so:f saw, [loesf, V1oosf, WWlpost, Lilaast] [lost/ lost, [haat,
thaaf, thoet] [hot/ bot.

ﬁg 98.3. The South: broader and lighter variants of vowels, diphthongs & intonation.

1/T1\I:|J

[Y [ws), vy, Ligl, [em-n/ [lus)]
[un-n/ [le@] | =1

\ fuf [1y)
(J@ (o] [11e®), 1u(®), 12()]

rch\ \ \ [a:f [99%, 10£C, 201V], [2u1] [199]
& \ o | el [13w, taw)

[o:/ [Ipo, 1iD0]

o1 /o/ [lpo, lipo, lilad]

/b, o1/ [t0(0), laa]

| 11—
I

[&-eem-n/ [E@), le©®)], [eg] [le©)] E,‘
[az, a:f [laa] o ®

s T T |
W [1, [vEm-n/ [lIL,/l/lEa] \ n‘\\D \ /b\\ \ o] [us, wil, uof]

[a:f [93], [3:f [2(¥), 193]

o1/ {[oo0, 00, 20], [0:1] [02, 50]
| /e/ [z8, &3, 33, 88%]

[pii-0n/ [0og]

[o:1] L[001], [0/ [00, lAC, 1190]
[0, @z, a:f |[ad]

[E] [Ea(}); es]
[e3/ [Ea] l[es, €9, as, Vazg|]

[, 2/ t[ea, esm-n-1]
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fiif [#] Lrd] (= [u)) \\ ~ Ll

[e 1[ex, 93] vi[ar, ast] t[er, o] [o0] [30, oot

u/ [y, 4]
uj/ [ug] [woi] (= [of)

:

;FEI
—_—

e c

[ao/ [ao, las, 20C, aox]

[oE[ [nt, 05%, paP)]

— ° —
—

[[T-7] L] o/p/[.f-.] PRI S

98.7. In the second vocogram of fig 98.3, let us notice the additional realiza-
tions given, and, in particular: [mesj1, 'mea-] |['mes-, 'mes-, 'mas] (almost, but not
exactly, ‘[eu/’) [I-, 1-i] 'mea1i/ Mary, [khes] {[-esz, €91, -ass] (almost, but —a-
gain— not exactly, ‘[ew1/’) [keay/ care, [doo, -02] |[-00, -070, -00] li[-00%, -ouz] (al-
most, not exactly, ‘(o013 as in fig 98.4) ['do:1/ door, [woe, -o1] L[-00, -o0] L[-000,
-001] (for this, f fig 98.4, last vocogram, as well) ['wo:i] war.

The other vocograms, in fig 98.3, show further realizations and contexts for
vowels and diphthongs. Let us only explicitly notice: [haa, (-a:a, |i-a4, LIl-2:a]
[hag/ high, [thaam, |-az-am, ||-a:am, |||-@@am] [faem/ time.

98.8. Let us now, briefly, consider fig 98.4, which illustrates the broadest pos-
sible southern realizations. The most interesting thing, here, is that we find triph-
thongs even for the six ‘short’ monophthongs, in stressed monosyllables. They are
placed in the vocograms according to the usual presentation order, but following
the criterion of gathering them into a reasonably small number of still readable
vocograms, as far as possible for mortals like us (luckily just mortals, nothing
more), without renouncing natural-phonetic precision. Of course, for natural pho-
neticians and their supporters, it is easy enough to ‘discover’ which part of the
figure(s) to concentrate on, in turn. As a matter of fact, the phonemes and con-
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fig 98.4. The South: still broader varian

97

ts of vowels & diphthongs.

\

L]

Jrﬂ \ \ o] uyt, woi]

Y {14, 1s] \ :Fl

[E[ \[E9E, esoam-n]

[o:3] s[oos]

|2, ®/ |[eE9, aEs, asa] \_A\'Q‘]

o/ [0o0]
|a:, az, o, o/ {[aqe, ag]

o] l[eos, out]

| fou slous]

\ [o:/ {[020]

[az, @z, 0, 0/ {[aae]

\

[wyf v[xio, 1ix]] | o

° \ J0a1/ {[vus, vus|]

[E21/ |[E993, E92]] Ii[€a] 1 [o:1] [0, 003C, o]
\ l‘( \ \ \ o1/ {[020, 069C, 001]]
\ \ \ t[oo, 00aC, coz|]
[iif v[i, i) | E—=~m-m [uu/ L[ip, woy]
RN 7A
[E1/ \[gE1, kT, -E9%] 4 [oe/ I[320, 0o, 900%]

[m]

©

[aE(p)/ L[aa, Ae], [aEa1/ |[Aae] \

=

[iif {[xd, iy] [uu/ |[sup, opt, ougl

[ao/ |[@ao, aso]
[aEa1/ |[a09, A0z|]

o€/ |[039, 03, 009, 05§

texts speak for themselves. We just need to be a little patient, while amusing our-

selves: great discoveries are at hand,

just round the corner (of some vocograms)!

98.9. These triphthongs include (please, notice that the different realizations,
shown in our trascriptions, can be given in the vocograms of different figures,

throughout all this chapter, to save s

pace): [ » l[1u, 119, 193], [E(M-n)/ > |[E97, Ea9,

esom-n], @, &/ > |[eE9, aEs, a9y, eaa, €91, @91], [ai, q1, 0, D/ > |[aae, aae], [0z >
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{[090, 000, 01|, pog|] II[x03, -&|], [0:1] > l[00%, oUR], [0] > |[wuE, WL, 0O3].
Other triphthongs are for the diphthongs: /ii/ - |[#], [eY/ > |[eE1, aE1], [aEoi/
> |[aae], [oE[ > |[039, 009], [00] > |[390, 800, 900], [ac/ » |[zao, aso], [uu/ >
\[oap]; ftaf » [1id, ua, -&|], [E9] > L[E99, €99, €19, @99, -&|], /03] » |[uuo, uvz|]; and
also for: [o:1] » |[000, 009, -2|], Li[®09, -2|] & [g:3/ > I[003, c01|] (just seen above).

98.10. Here are some examples: | [brud, -119d, -19ad] [bid/ bid, |['wrun, -119n, -19on]
W[-e9an] [win/ win, \[besad, -easd] [bed/ bed, |['Deson] &c ['Ten/ then, [bersd,
-aesd, -ased, -eaad, -esad, -esad] /baed/ bad, |['meEsn, -aEsn, -asen, -eaan, -esan,
-oan] ['men/ man, |['dgaaen, -aaen] [\d&zon/ John, |['sno0, 002, -D01] LI[-001] ['sOz/
saw, | ['quyzd, -woid, -00ad] ['god/ good, |['ba] [biif bee, |['deEr, -ak1] ['dey day, |[faae]
[taEay/ fire, L[bo3s, -00s] [bok/ boy, I['g3s0, -c00, -000] [goo/ go, |[kkeao, -aso]
[kao/ cow, \[theup] [tuu/ fwo, | [hiig] [hioif hear, \[khEsz, -eas] [keai/ care, |[phuus,

-00, -0028] ['pesif poor, \['dooy, -ous] ['do:i/ door, | [wno0, -001] t[-001] ['wouif war.

98.11. Occasionally (ie not systematically), in the broadest accents, we can find
triphthongs (and even tetraphthongs) for [V, Vi, VV, Vo, Vo, VVo/ + [1V] (as shown
in fig 98.5), when [1/ is not realized as a contoid, but as a vocoid (rather than [#]):

(triphthongs) [uV] > [11tV], [e1V] > [leaV], [e1V] > [leaV], [o1V] > [luzV];
(triphthongs or tetraphthongs) [ouV] > |[pooV, 200V, cooV] [lineV], [ouV] »
l{oooV, 000V], [p1V] > |[09V, pooV, aaeV] [11o0V], [a:1V] > [133V, {122:V], [a:1V]

fig 98.5. The South: broadest variants of triphthongs & tetraphthongs for the vocalization of [1/.

Ll
[w1V] [1gV, V] \ q \ lﬂ \ \
[E31V/ [es1V, lesaV] o | /ouV/ [2{V] I[&¥V, 30V] I1[00£V]
V) sV, seav) |mE | BRL | oY) oo’ ooV
1V [eqV, leaV] - 07\ [0:1V/] [001V, 101V, 1000V, |1noV]

Y| /01V/ [01V, aayV, 1o01V]
[a:aV/[ [aagV, l[aaeV] \ L[09oV, aaeV] |{[o0V]

[o1V/] [ugV, luzV]
[021V/] [wEgV, luaV]
[2:V] [991V, Laa:V, |35V]

JuV] [11V, 11tV]

[021V/] [0a1V, l0a:V]

\
[w1V] [191V, l10:V] \
\

[E21V] [eagV, tE21V] |[eazV, Ea:V]

[auV[ [aagV, laaeV] \

b

[iixV] [V, 13iLV]

[Ew1V] [asgV, lassV]
[ac21V/[ [0V, leoaV]
[aEa1V/ [aAfY, laaaV]

[0:1V/ [oo1V, too1V]
[lloooV, loooV]
[0V [pogV, tooV]
l[pooV, cooV]
[o1V/[ [aagV; pogV]
l[aaeV; pooV]

[uuaV/ [ipgV, lipuV]

[o021V/] [6o1V, leeaV]
[oe21V][ [0agV, |naaV]



98. The South (proper) 99

> 1[&¥V, 32V] [11001V];

(tetraphthongs) [21V] > [l1aV], [E31V] > L[99V, eatV, Ea:V], [auV] > [laaeV], [021V] »
[wiaV, 02:V]; [iiaaV] » [1#itV], [Ew1V] > [lasaV], [aEa1V] > [laaaV], [oe21V] > [1oaaV],
[ac21V] > [l0aV], [00a1V] > [leeaV], uuiV] > [lipuV].

Here are some examples: ['VE]L, -Ea]L, |-Ea1] ['VEI] very, ['sa1, -aafz] |[-oe1, -DOoOT1,
aaer] [lloo1] ['spiif sorry, ['sfoogi] |[-0001, -0001] ['sfo:iif story, ['mesq1] |[-esar, -ea1,

-ot1] ['megii/ Mary.

98.12. A note seems necessary, at this point, about not a few treatises, which
(using the official IPA notation) resort to such symbols as ‘[y, v, e]’, for advanced
vocoids, or sequences as ‘[1jo, ejoferjo/ejo/e1jo, &jo/@1jo, awa/auwa, duwa/owa, ouwa,
uwa], trying to indicate the southern drawl for /i, E, &, 0, 01, 01, 0/ (of course, the
last but one symbol stands for [o:1, o:1/). It is obvious that Natural Phonetics can-
not accept such things. Even our own natural-phonetic notation would not be
enough without our vocograms. In fact, only with accurate vocograms can one ac-
tually do real phonetics (together with orograms, tonograms, and other natural-
-phono-tonetic diagrams, as needed).

98.13. We now add fig 98.6-7, where additional variants can be found for either
further very broad or light variants. They should be inspected very carefully and
compared with the preceding figures. You may happen to hear these variants, more

fig 98.6. The South: further variants.

L]

J Lid | |

[/ [1(v, lew), WEW] \ \
/EIJ/ E@), |EQ), WI1(V] ol \
\

[i"] [uimf]\\ \\\3 \ \ \

[y V[rar!

[E] Li[E9a™!] \7 )

|2, @/ [eoa, za, |2od] \_# \ \ }_‘\ \\ [p, 01 {[00g, DOz]

[wo] (‘Jiia)) [uis] /oa/l 3] (‘Juus/’)
t[0o] uPl[ooa]

[E3/ llewa] i[asa] plimt[ga3)

(o1, azx/ LPlmt[oos]
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[of (‘[iis)’) t[uig]]

[e3] L[ew|] Wlass|] lmt[eas|]
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[os/ Lipg|] (‘[uus/’)
t[oz]] 1P [ooaz]]

A1

|r\ Jou1, a1/ Welmtoox]]

[iif [11d, ]

[uu/ [tow, L]

|

| | @

I

\ [oo/ [30, |20™]

-

\

N

\
\
\

B
B
I

\
\
\
| |

\ \‘@ \/OE/ [1D3]

fig 98.7. The South: further different variants, including intonation.

/i T, 1, 1] | o9 |

/Y 1V, e@m-n], [/ [11, l,in]

/o/ U(a ), LW(d), 10(2), out]

[E] [e@), tE@)], [Em-n/ [e@), 1E@)]

| g.o|

[5] [o, u*, =[], /91/ am*-C]
(e [2(n), 2(2)

[, 2/ [e(@), E@m-n, e@)n]
[e1] [e@)r, lE@)L, le@)]

/o, 0/ 09, 130 Wao], [wo, onC/
(aunC) [aB, o9]
|af [ae], [am/ (-aunC) [aem,

laom], [o/ [a(e)

[v1] W), [wi1f [e1]
[a:1] [oam)]
2] [
31/ [ea(n), tEQM)]
[E21/ [ear, tE2L, 1EL]

/91/ 291]
AL, TQQI

031/ [eaw)], 021/ [var]
[Goa1/ [0, 22m)], [Co21/ [U3r, 991]

o1/ [0a(n), toaw)], [ou1/ [o3L, o(O)L,
toot], [0/ [oaw)]

[oii-00/ [2@)1, lami]

[p1V] [o(0)1, 2(9)1, lo(0)L]

[az/ [aa®), taamw], [au/ [garL, taar]

Jiif [xd, ith]

[eY [E1, E91]
Jao/ [aoh]

[uy/ [ip, pot]

w‘%l [oE[ [ot, 051, Loot, o]
o". [oo/ [co, I36, 001]

\ [aE] [aa, |aa, asC, |aaC, |ael]

\

o — [ —

//[‘II]

[ L]

[/ B A B

or less frequently. Those marked 7/ are particularly typical of ‘plantation areas’;
while, those marked 7 are of ‘mountain areas.
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98.14. As we have already said, in the South, we have [5/ = [t/ # [5/, so that there
is a difference between [o/ and [5/ (contrary to International and most American
usage, but in accordance with most British usage). These examples are mostly from
Wells 1982, § 6.5.10, and adapted to our transcription: rabbit [-if/, but abbot |-5;
splendid |d/ (J-d/) and mended [1d/ (]-2d/), but tendered [-5d] (J-1d/); get im [um/,
but get ‘em [-om[; roses/Rose’ [-iz] (-2z[), but Rosa’s [-oz].

For [i, u/, we have [1, i1, ti; 0, tp]: ['stour, I-t, 11, L] ['sifif city, [yreaks, L1t
tai-] [riteki/ react, [sido'ailn, 1-p-] [stued©)n/ situation.

The broad accent has [5/ for final unstressed -ue, -ow and -: [khun'thuspjip, 2]
[kan'finjuu/ continue, [jealeo, |11, 11-42] [jEloo/ yellow, [mustsiopi, I-2, -s's-] [miso-
'stpi/ Mississippi.

Especially younger speakers may merge [ii}, 4; uuy, o/: [fir§, -144] [fiiz/ feel,
[fiog, Vil My fill, [phuot, l-woei] ['puuy/ pool, ['phust, l-woet] ['pot/ pull. More
rarely they happen to merge [ey, B}; 00%, 03, oEy/: [fas}] [Mey/ fail, [fea}, |-asf]

fig 98.8. The South: broad vocalization of [/, with six short and two long monophthongs (cor-
responding to those in fig 98.1), producing either diphthongs or triphthongs (actually, different
from any others).

N
e [o3/ [wy]
e == =ati
Jeif [ex) (BT A LN //B;f/[?g]]
or ey O'I{f %
[=t, 2/ [e3] [0t/ [az]

[e4] [Eay] /B{f /X‘Z?{X
[o11] [oo3]
=t @t [eay] /o3 [axy]

[tey] fell, [too}] [-00%, -00#] [tooy/ foal, [toe}] I[-00%, -00}] [toxy] fall, [tost] [-00%,
-po}] [foey/ foil. Other merged variants are also possible.

98.1 5. As for the consonants, the typical accent presents [, hw, tw] [w/: [toaa,
hw-, tw-] &c [wae/ why; [nj, i, tn; £, 14, 115 dj, 1ds, 1d] [j/: [njip, tp- 1o &c
/njuu/ new, ['thjipb, ltgh tth-] & [tjuub/ tube, [dji-p, V'ds-, 1d-] & [djuu/ due;
[hj, 15 /hj/: [hjipds, 5] & [hjuuds/ huge.

But, the most typical feature, for the South, is its non-rhoticity, although, nowa-
days, lighter accents are rhotic, even though not systematically, in general. How-
ever, it is better to consider typical southern —and rural (& older)— accents as non-
-rhotic, but less typical —and urban (& younger)- as rhotic.

Thus, a ‘typical’ non-rhotic accent is supposed to have [{V@] [1Vi/: [1e1] &
['1E03/ rare; while a rhotic accent has [1V1] (or [1Vi]; and, sometimes, [{V1], as a
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compromise for neo-rhotic speakers) [1Vi/: [1ea1, -1, '|]. In addition, the typical
accent has no ‘linking-7, except if introduced on purpose: [faa @u'wa] &c [fau
owel/ far away. Of course, ‘intrusive-r” is not used at all: ['sootf] &c ['sof/ saw it.
On the contrary, in a very broad accent, we can find ‘intrusive-/: ['sootf, 11'soofif]
& ['sorf/ saw it.

98.16. We also have [IVy, V-, WV, -V§, $-VI] [1Vy/: [Tesly, 1%, 10h-] &c [1dif Lidy,
[cat] & et/ Al [khawyf] & [keyp/ cult.

We often happen to read in ‘scientific’ works that the sequences formed by [Vy/
+ [m, p, b; f, v/ become exactly like simple [V/ + /m, p, b; {, v/. However, this is an-
other hearing (and analyzing) problem, generally caused by personal and tran-
scriptional unskillfulness. When you do not have a sufficient number of phones
(and respective symbols) —ie when you are hooked just on the official IPA, for in-
stance— you do not even have hopes of clearly hearing the difference between close
and similar, but different, phones.

In fact, as fig 98.8 shows, the possible broad ‘vocalization’ of [3/ does not exact-
ly correspond to any of the various typical diphthong taxophones of the different
vowel phonemes that we have seen in fig 98.1-7. Not even in the accent shown in
the last vocogram of fig 98.7, with [Vow), V:w)] [Vai, Vzy/ (also if [(1) » @], in non-
-rhotic accents). Thus, it would be quite ill-advised to say, for instance, that [heasp,
thegp, (Wheayp] [hetp/ help can become homophonous with [heap] [hep/ bep, in
spite of any kind of possible drawling.

98.17. In broader accents, we can find 11[f, 4] t[t, d] [0, do] /6, J/: 6LS'GILI],
dows'td-, 1dis't-, uclts[ , -191), l-ely, L1-Ely] [OisOy/ thzs thing, and [Ils1, Is1] [{1/:
[f1x3b, Vsl Wsr] | {reb/ shrub.

Agam in broader accents, we have the typlcal and widespread nasalization of

VN] /VN*#, VNC, VN, including the use of semi-nasal conto1ds [VN] (ie with no
actual contact with any part of the palate, as in [m, B, ],  fig 98.9): [khaansfanf,
'khdZnsanf, khdinst3nf] [konstong/ constant, ['khsampnj, 'khgampiy, khedm-
pinl /keempuy/ camping. These are, often, unwisely described (and transcribed) as

fig 98.9. The South: some nasal and seminasal articulations.

[m]@_ [IAJ@_ [q]@_

actual pure nasalized vocoids —a la francaise— with no nasal contoid, especially be-
fore voiceless contoids: ‘['’khast3t, khepi].

98.18. Let us end by indicating four typical southern pronunciations and some
frequent stress displacements. We just give phonemic transcriptions, independently
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of any possible realizations: oz [“pn/ is [omn/, going to (‘going-to, gonna)) is [go:mn/
and non-rhotic /ggumn/” [-mb-] going to be, [-n'd-] going to do, [-1q-] going to go; can’t
is [keent/, and thing is [Ouy/, but with the frequent, though stigmatized, pronuncia-
tion given first, here: [11'0e 1y, -e'1, -r1y] (fig 98.6). It seems right to say that, tran-
scribing them with ‘Jou, e1f’ ie [Poon, ®gooen, kewnf, O/, is not fully correct
(even if their realizations might seem to correspond to neutral /oo, Etf), with
[LWkhesnt] (fig 98.3). However, this might be acceptable for the Black-American ac-
cent (cf § 106.8).

Besides, in the South, the grammeme -ing is [in, 1n, wn, 0] /uy/, very frequently,
and not really stigmatized: [fwsfiy, -in, -in, -n] M/ fishing.

Very often, the following words can be stressed on their first syllable: [‘eaffo-
nipn] [effornuun/ afternoon, ['duifens] [do'fens/ defense, ['duit1ott] [do'froEf/ De-
troit, [ivenf] [Uvent/ event, [heotet] [hoo'tey/ hotel, [tonfosons, -fooy] [infos-
1ons/ insurance, ['mssniz] & /[man'ioo, men-, mon-/ Monroe, ['‘pheolds, -ts] [pa'liis/
police, ['s¥mbyels] &c [embiels/ umbrella.



106. Black-American English
(not only in the South)

[© Luciano Canepari, 2010, Venice University, Italy]

106.1. We conclude this first part on southern accents, with a very important
one, which is certainly not limited to either the geographical or linguistic South.
As a matter of fact, this ‘racial’ accent is rather uniform, wherever Black people
are (although there may be slight mixtures with some local elements, as for in-
stance in New York, Chicago or Los Angeles, &c). This considerable uniformity is
mostly derived from strong grouping and isolation from the outside world. And
often the American society still expects that, in general, Black people speak just
like Black people, even when their language is grammatically and lexically ‘cor-
rect’. Thus, the higher socially and professionally some Black people rise, they are
expected to use language more properly. However, they should still sound Black.
Besides, they often want to sound Black.

Of course, this does not mean that there is anything —biologically or racially—
that prevents Black people from being able to pronounce English as White people
do. This is true even for the typical kind of ‘Black —or African— voice’ that we will
illustrate below (f § 106.2). In fact, either Black actors can get rid of any trace of
Black pronunciation, again including the paraphonic characteristic of the Black
voice; or White actors can acquire all these peculiarities, on purpose. On the
phone, either Black or White #rained speakers can manage to be passed for some-
one belonging to the other group. Certainly, Barack Obama or many black univer-
sity teachers can show no trace of Black speech or voice, at all.

fig 106.1. Black-American voice: paraphonic tonality structure (<).

— — o —

—
R -> ->
o

— o — —

Normal bands Black-American bands Re-normalized bands

106.2. Let us now consider the nature of the Black-American voice. Basically, it
is the same also for Black-Caribbean people, and —indeed— for truly Black-African
people, whether they speak English or not, especially in Western and Eastern
Africa. As fig 106.1 shows, tonetically there is an expansion of the middle band and
compression of the other two bands («). In addition ({f fig 106.2), there is general
intermediate voicing (or whispery voice, with greater air emission (-)), and the
use of falsetto (}) associated with interrogative intonemes or with emphatic prein-
tonemes. Here are two short examples: (¢ « % [s(d)jo'woon som™waaix-*]) [s(d)je-
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'wonf som'wo:ta1?/ (D) you want some water?, (< - § [jou'me-an- ;"waa1 o"wandof}
'de1.]) [joo'man- jwot o'wendoit} 'det./ Ob, man, what a wonderful day!

fig 106.2. Three types of paraphonic kind of voice: () (=) (%).

0 |

Normal voicing Intermediate voicing Falsetto
(modal voice) (whispery voice) (false voice)

ﬁg 106.3. Black-American English: vowels, diphthongs & intonation.

w1
o -

/Y [xwl, [d-¢/ [, [un-n/ [s9)N]
[E] [e®), te@)], [Em-n/ [5(9)N]

[, &] [e@)]

[o] [uw], [l [v], [u/ [u, lo, tu]
[3] [, 2]

[>f [39]

[e] (=

[0z, o, D/ 50]

L1 |l ta| /o (aal fa g [oal

\ \ \ \ \ \ o1/ [09, ug], 09, 0x], 0o())]
Jo21/ [va1V, oogV]
[wo1] [19, 12]], [121/ [191V] [o:1/ [0, 01|, 0o())], [g:1/ [001V]
Jraa lea, esl], [easf [eagV] | By 12 )

o] [o0], [o:1] [oo1V]
o1/ [o01V, aayV]

S )
]rﬂ \ [aza/ [oal, [a:f [oagV]

[uu/ [uu, vul, vuy, (uf]

[iif [ii, wl, 11§, {14]

3 oo/ [ou, 00%]

[EY [e1, es}]

\ \\ \ \ \ \/O'E/ o4, 03% loo}]
[aE[ [aA®), axC, |aaf] R [ac/ [ao(}), laaf]
/aEa/ aa, lajo, -z|] \ \ o \II' X \ \ [aoa/ [ aa lawa -=(]

The tonograms of fig 106.3 show the typical intonation, including a milder vari-
ant of the interrogative intoneme, substantially with a rising post-tonic group, in-
stead of the very typical mid falling one, after a half-high slightly falling tonic syl-
lable, [-7--] (similar to that of the New-York Irish accent and also to that of our
home town, Venice, Italy). Very often, outsiders misinterpret such an interrogative
intoneme, which they consider too brusque, almost rude. Our fig 106.4 adds the
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three marked preintonemes of the typical accent, that we have obtained from vari-
ous recordings. It may be interesting to observe the protonic syllables (ie stressed
syllables of the four preintonemes).

fig 106.4. Black-American English: complete tonograms.

N S el E O il [ [ S=T1 [T ]
— e H=FE pi
LTSS S e I~ fele| AL
T GG T=T-0] )/ [

106.3. Passing, now, to the vowel system of a typical Black-American accent
(again in fig 106.3), it is apparent that it is based on that of the typical (white)
southern accent, with [>0] [o:, o1, 0/, [aa] [o/, [aa] [az, qf, [o01V] [0:1V], [001V]
[o:1V]: [s>o] [soyf saw, [Dopzs] ['ota1] alter, ['s>on] [soy/ song, [haaf] [hof/ hot,
[spara] ['spaz/ spa, ['phoastr] ['paists/ pasta, ['wooqir] ['wo:isy] warrier, ['sfooyi]
['stouaif story, ['moonin] ['mounuy/ morning, ['moonin] ['mointy/ mourning,
[phus, -01, -00] ['peai/ poor.

The crucial differences lie in the phonemic diphthongs, which are extremely
narrow, [ii, ul, i1}, 4] [ii/, [e1, es}] [EY), [AA(}), laa}, aaC] [ag[, [aa] [aEs/, [ao®),
laa}] [ao/, [aa] [aos/, 04, 034, looF] [0E[, [0U, 004] [00/, [uu, vul, vu}, luf] [uy/:
[thii] [fii] tea, [fulw, -n] [Miilw/ feeling, [, VMri] [Hiiy/ feel, [de1] ['dey day,
[vest] ['vey/| vale, [haa] [hae| high, ['naat] [naej/ night, [haa, thajs] [haeai/
higher, [khao] [kao/ cow, [thaa, \'thawz] ['tacs1/ tower, [boa] [bok[ boy, [bosi]
[bory/ boil, 'gou] lgoo/ go, [goot] ['gooy/ goal, [thuu] [tuu/ two, [tuuy, o]
[tuuy/ fool (possibly merged with ['fr4] [ty fill, [tu4] ot/ full).

In the broad accent, also the other diphthongs + [5/ change into [Vjg, Vwz]:
[Vsisj] ['siioy/ seer, [phlejs] ['plewy/ player, [im'phlorjz] [um'ploeas/ employer, ['\go-
wz] ['gooai/ goer, [thawz] [‘tacai/ tower, ['quwz] [/duusi/ doer.

For the pin and pen kind of context (/t, / + /m, n/), we typically have a merged
realization (but with possible variants, d fig 106.6): ['phowsn, t-vin] [pwn/ pin,
['phowon, 1-En, |-tin] [')pEn/ pen. For [uy, @y we find: ['trwy, 1-eu, 1-E1y] (slight-
ly different from [et/ [e1, ‘Et, %E1]) [Owy/ thing, [sean, sy, ll-eon] [sey/ sang.
The readers are invited to continue the comparison between fig 106.3 & fig 106.6,
and —at least— with the International and American accents ( & 3-6 & & 10).

106.4. Of course, the typical Black accent is non-rhotic (in spite of mixed us-
ages with frequent oscillations): [es, 1-E'), l-€8, ll-a1’] [1E31/ rare, []0211, -00-]
[10:303 roarer, [khora] [kaui/ car, [khaat] [kauf/ cart, ['m3ads, I'mox] ['ma:zdox/
murder. There is no ‘linking-" (and, of course, no ‘intrusive-r’, as well), typically
even in [fo'®R)evs, foo-] [tarevay/ forever.



118 Part 14. North America: South 1 — English PronunciationS

As in broad White southern accents, also in broad Black accents we do find ‘7
-vocalization’ in intervocalic position. Actually, in Black accents, it is even more
widespread (though not general and systematic), especially in quick spontaneous
speech. With the help of fig 106.5, we will examine closely this phenomenon.

There is an important difference between the White southern ‘r-vocalization’ (¢f
fig 98.5) and the Black (not-only-southern) ‘r-vocalization’ (f fig 106.5). The White
type changes [1/ into a slight centralization of the vocoid under consideration, as
we have seen. On the contrary, the Black type exhibits half-rounding of the rele-
vant unrounded vocoid that replaces [1/, or half-unrounding of the rounded vo-
coid, as we will see in a while. A lighter variant uses a half-rounded schwa [3], in-
stead, which is an in-between realization compromise.

fig 106.5. Black-American English: vocalization of /1] in intervocalic position.

R

|01V, 031V/] |[uaV]

[uV, w1V/ |[1aV] [0:1V/ L[o03V, 603V]
V] L[eaV] \ - 'E\ [2:V] [1393V; L2aV]
[eexV] |[eaV] [2:V] [123V; 11393V]

[ae1V/ |[a=3V] \ \ D\ \

||
\

v 01V] [ogV]
[V aV1 | E ‘h oL | //le\é/ L[o2:V]
[o:aV/ | [ox£V]

[E1V] \[EaV] [o:1] L[>03V]

[01V] 1[50V, aaaV]

[V ilzaV] | B | Yg | |
Lt
\ L1

\
[E31/ {[eaaV] \_n%‘r%;\ [2:V/] 1[323V], [5:1V] 11[393V]
o011V, guV/[ {[ooaV]

{
\ \ \ \ V \ \ [aciV/[ (i[aoaV]
faeV] WlazaVl | | @ @ Ne S | JoiV] 1iaagV], faaV] 1i[eagV)

L
[o1V/] l[ouV, vuV]
& \ \ ©\© [o:1V] ll[ooxV, 00xV]
\ \ [o:aV/] 1[22V]
| | | g g ouV/ixaV]
o lo [o:aV] 1i[ooxV, 205V]
[21V] Ii[egV, zzV] [o1V] ll[e94V, 505V]

\

fuV] WV, wvl \
1] W[uV] \ Bl

Je1V] LileeV, e6V] | B

106.5. It is not easy to show on a vocogram two vocoids placed exactly on the
same spot, but with slightly differing lip positions. So we had to resort to some
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new special empty signals, according to their initial articulation, ie unrounded or
rounded. In their center, we place a smaller signal apt to indicate the succeeding
half-rounded lip positions (f fig 106.5, last vocogram).

First, we can see three vocograms based on those of fig 106.3 (but including
some of the variants given in fig 106.6, too), where we have triphthongs and
tetraphthongs resulting from ‘- Vocalization by means of half- rounded Vocoids,
fourth Vocogram shows, by means of the new signals, further trlphthongs and tet-
raphthongs, where the last-but-one element is the half-rounded version of the pre-
ceding one, whether rounded or not. Here are some examples (the readers will
complete the whole inventory at will; all they need is in the vocograms): ['muys]
['mrag, 'mzr] ['muay/ mirror, [hioqin] (['higwn, hi] [hwrwy/ bearing, ['veys, t've-]
['vear, 'vear] ll['veer, 'VEEI] ['VEI[ very, ['soo]L, 's00-, 'saa-] {['sooar, 'saagr] |{['saaar,
'soont] ['spiif sorry, ['sfoeaqs, t'sfaayr] [1-oagr, 11-ccaqr] ['sfazaif starry. These half-round-

fig 106.6. Black-American English: variants of vowels and diphthongs.

fi [11, W] \\ E]\P \ \ d):‘_\ u/ [tu, L0]
/Y t[ww], [d-¢/ 1, [um-n/ t{uyN [o] tlown], [ol-# t[o]
[/ [tewy, WEL)] \ @ﬂ/ \ él\ \ \ [o:f L[a%]
[e/ t[e@], femen/ \oN] | mff | | | \/B/ e ]
Jey/ [lesy, Wesn] | @l \ \' o \ )
[, 2] t]z@)] ] \

|

\
,Q\\ \ 031/ 103, ozxl], [021] t[eagV]
\

Ll |
\

[w1] 1w, 12]], [1a1] t[tag] \

[ea1] 1[E3, E&|] I[€9, €1]] Ii[ao, ag]]

[E21] T[}[za{] = —\ Jou] t[oo1V], [ou1] t1oa()), 24l]
[ tlaeq] r \ +ﬂ /DJ/T 001V, aayV], [a:/ tlaayV]

/11/ T[Ii) It’f] . \ \ D, \\ /UU/T ou, UU{]
T T oo Hol Wil
[eY t[E1, E9%] |[29%] 'D - [oo] 1] 00({) {[00, o0f]

[oE/ t[09, oag] {[oa(p)]

\\l\ /\
|ald | | |/aof tlaow]

[ii/ t[irg] \_@ [uu/ t[zp] t{pu, uvyl

\ \\\ \ \ o /ou/ tloo] L[ou]]
o | /o [oo] ll[oul]

[aE[ t[aa(p), esC] 5 © [0, 03, pf L[ou, 90, 0]
[ac/ tlas(p)] =5 |\ | /o/tlal, [a; qf $[oced]
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ed vocoids, that replace the consonant [1/, can be a little shortened, as for instance
[2], but they never become [@#] (a complete zero phone).

106.6. Of course, also Black-American pronunciation has some variants, both
milder —for the most part— but even broader. They are shown in fig 106.6, which
should be inspected with close attention. For instance, let us look at the second and
fourth vocograms (fig 106.6 & the second in fig 106.3) and let us consider the possi-
ble variants of ['woo, t'woro, l'wou] t['woo, 'wos] [wori war, ['doo, -0z, 1-070,
1-ou] ['dozf door, ['soro] U['sou, -00, -a0] ['sozf saw. It is possible to establish degrees
of preference between various realizations, also thanks to the use of our different ar-
rows (both in shape and in number). Besides, it is easy enough to precisely compare
their exact realizations, in spite of so many rather narrow diphthongs.

In our vocograms, they are all different from one another, except [tou] for [o:3/
(door) and —in a less typical, but quite broad and stigmatized, accent— [Jiou] for
[o:1] (war).

Let us consider, now, the possible realizations of foo/ (as in ['sou, 1-070, |-00]
['soo/ so, not followed by [3/). Well, the most typical one, [ou], coincides, in its
transcription, with that just seen for marked /o:1, 0:1/. Generally, they do not oc-
cur in the speech of one and the same speaker, due to sociophonic characteristics.
However, if we thoroughly examine the exact position —in the vocograms— of joo/
[o~u~] and [loz1], 10|/ [o<v<], we are able to find some slight differences, which
can be important.

106.7. As for the consonants, let us talk at once about the reported presumed
dropping of [4/. As a matter of fact, what does happen is that [§/ is realized as a
semi-lateral contoid, with no contact with any part of the roof of the mouth ({ fig
106.7). We can see ‘normal’ alveolar [1], semi-velarized alveolar [1], velarized alve-
olar [], and ‘alveolar velarized’ semi-lateral [§], which can be intense (or ‘syllabic’,
as well, [4], even after vowels, so that the term intense is definitely more appropri-
ate than ‘syllabic’).

It is true that [f] may sound like a kind of vocoid to untrained listeners, rather
than what it actually is: a semilateral (re)sonant contoid. It may sound to them as
if it were the typical half-rounded vocoid we found in the White southern accent
([¥], f fig 98.8). Actually, it is less remarkable than that. That must be why so many
linguists report that it drops completely, in certain contexts, or that it changes in-
to ‘[a]’.

Here are some examples: [lidi] [1di/ lily, [hestp, heip] [hesp/ belp, [wooy,
'woot] [wozgf wall, [kheyt] [kegt] cult, [1nf] [lity/ little (as can be seen from the ex-
amples and in the notation of the vocograms), [4/ often becomes intense [}], as we
have already said.

fig 106.7. Three lateral and one semi-lateral articulations.
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106.8. There is nothing to add for /1, 1/ (' § 106.4), apart that even some Blacks,
with a less typical pronunciation, more and more frequently, do pronounce [1Vi]
— or [1V1], with a semi-approximant for [y/.

A well-known fact is that the typical Black accent tends to have [tVIVE, dVvVv]
/0, 3/ ([0, dd] are also possible, and quite often nothing is [nsen]): [tigk, ek,
W-ewk] [Owk/ think, ['nafin] ['neOwy/ nothing, ['pheal] ['padf path, [diiz] [diiz/
these, [dobyavs] [dobreda/ the brother, [wriy, ;wiv] [wid] with.

In the broad accent, [*sf1] generally becomes [#ska/’: ['skqiif, -ii?] /'staiif/ street.
Final consonant clusters as [Cf*, Cd"/ typically lose the final element (not only be-
fore consonants): ['waas] ['wosp/ wasp, [phous] ['poest/ post, ['dess] ['desk/ desk,
['soof] ['soff/ soft, [1e1z] [1E12d] raised, [muuy] 'muuvd/ moved, [faan] [faend/
find, ['oo3] 'oord] old, ['cap] ['=pf] apt, [teak] [taki/ fact.

Often, we have [d, dz; {, 3] /), d3; {, 3/. A very broad, but now very rare, pro-
nunciation, typical of some older speakers, has [out{] /oot], g:1tf/ (not shown in
any of our vocograms, but easy to draw), in such words as coach, roach, porch.

For final unstressed -o(w), we have [ou, 100, 10, |19, 1118]. Other characteristics
are more or less the same as in other kinds of non-neutral pronunciation. The nasal-
ization of vowels in contact with nasal consonants is widespread in this accent,
too, with following semi-nasal contoids ({f fig 98.9).

The phrase going to (‘going-to, gonna) is typically ‘/®go:n/ [05], and [®goon/’
[ou] &, with actual [oo/ (both are different from gone [gon/), and with normal
assimilation: [-m'b-] going to be, [-n'd-] going to do, [-1'g-] going to go.

In this accent, also can’t and ain’t can actually have [ein] [ewn/, besides other realiza-
tions, [, e, e9, 99, Ea), which can be interpreted as [en/.

106.9. As it happens in the typical southern accent, generally, unstressed sylla-
bles are more reduced than normal, either by losing vowels % consonants, or re-
ducing vowels to [V]: [khamfob] [kemfastob/ comfortable, [ditons] [dite)1ons/ differ-
ence, [d&gesnali] ['dzen(o)islif generally, ['mizaby] ['muz(o)1obly/ miserable, ['egls] [1egjo-
los/ regular, ['seadi] [setoxdi, -1/ Saturday.



