27.
Laterals

27.0. The last manner of articulation is the /ateral one, in which the
tongue, while touching a point on the palatal vault, contracts lateral-
ly, thereby permitting air to pass out by the sides of the tongue.

fig 27.1 shows the phoneme /I/ [1] and the diaphoneme [}/ 4[], with
its international realization, [§], which is a semi-lateral contoid (with
no contact with the roof of the mouth), together with the prepalatal
taxophone, []], which occurs for [1/ before heterosyllabic /j/, [1#].

fig 27.2 will show several different realizations, which are needed for
natural performences of the three neutral accents of English. Actually,
not all of their symbols need to be used in simple transcriptions, al-
though they certainly very useful. However, their articulations and co-
articulations must be known positively.

27.1. 'The only lateral English phoneme, from a strict intraphone-
mic point of view, is [/ [, 1], with two very important taxophones,
or contextual allophones (together with others, by coarticulation, as
we will see). In actual fact, given their considerable importance, from
a descriptive and teaching point of view, our diaphonemic transcrip-
tion makes use of /1, 1/ (instead of a more abstract [/ —which would de-
cidedly be less <interphonemics— for [1/).

There is one caveat: although we have decided to include [}/ among
our diaphonemic symbols, this does not imply that we consider it a re-
al phoneme, as no opposition exists in English between [t/ and [/. It
is simply a very useful guide (especially for foreigners) to make a safe
and straightforward choice between them.

27.2. On the other hand, in an almost neutral pronunciation, cer-
tain speakers may present cases such as:
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ib[khodlu] 4[khadlu] [kodliy/ codling
i[khodluy, -dslig] 4[khadluy, -dsluy, -dhg] ¢[khodl, -doliy, -dhuy]
[kodsliy/ coddling (including even [-dlig], which unifies different

pronunciations into one).

fig 27.1. Four indispensable lateral articulations.

<= &0l &l ]

27.3. Traditional transcriptions excessively hide many characteris-
tics, including the difference between [1, 1], and the actual fact that,
before (a heterosyllabic) /j/, not only does [}] not occur, in neutral pro-
nunciation (as, instead, it does before any other consonants), but it is
prepalatal, [1], after a stressed short vowel, where it is heterosyllabic as
to [j/; othewise, after long vowels or diphthongs, they belong to the
same syllable, ie they are tautosyllabic, so the lateral is alveolar, as expect-
ed being before a vowel; but, in this case, it is the same even for [VVIjV/:

ia'b['mu]-jon] ['miljon/ million
i[kho-r'niilie; -lje] 4[kho-r'niilia; -1ja] ¢[kho"niilie; -lje] [ko:rniilia/

Cornelia.

27.4. In other contexts, [/ is alveolar, [1], as in:

i[luusagt] 4[lsusast] ¢[lpusast, ljpu-] [luusact, 1j-/ leucite.

27.5. Also between a stressed short vowel and another vowel, which
makes one syllable with [/, in the neutral (International, American, or
British) pronunciation, [1] (not [3] /¢[1]) is used:

ib[\fpl-i] 4['fal-] [foli/ folly

i[fol-oo] 4[fal-00] ?[fpl-30] [folou/ follow
ia'b[whelum] [telim/ tell him

i[iilf] @0 rily] fMiilit/ feel it

i[fo:l 'act] 4[forl 'aof] b[forl 'aot] [torl 'aot/ fall out
ia’b[b1] ‘evonz] ['bil 'evonz/ Bill Evans.

27.6. 'Their distribution, in any case, is rather simple, once it has
been clearly explained. As we have said, in diaphonemic transcriptions,
it is convenient to use the two primary symbols, /1, 1/; although (to be



27. LATERALS 3

fig 27.2. Imporatant lateral articulations for the three neutral accents of English.

|
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precise) it would be more useful to use at least four symbols, (1, 1, 1, 1]
(besides [t] in British [and British-like] pronunciation, before /1, ti,
di/), in addition to three syllabic ones, [1, 1, 1].

Furthermore, at least in specific descriptions, the taxophones with
dental contact, [I, 1], should be indicated, and also those with lip-
-rounding after V or C that have a labial component): [I,1, 1, 1, 1; [, 1].
Especially, the coarticulation of labialization is automatic; therefore, it
is necessary to mark it only where it is being explained, in order to
draw attention to the phenomenon.

27.7. Thus, before vowels, we regularly have [/ [1]. To be rigorous,
lip-rounding also occurs before rounded vowels, by coarticulation:

i[liriy] @0[lriv] [liiv] leave

i[laest] 4[lec)st] o[last] [laest/ last

iabilok] [lok] /luk/ look

i[loven] [lo'en] #4[lo-an] [lo-sn] [loen/ loin.

27.8. However, a special symbol —like [1]— is not needed, since it is
absolutely inevitable to prepare the lips for the rounded vocoids that
follow, within the syllable.

In fact, an articulation of [l/ without lip-rounding, 1], would some-
how be perceived as something «strange», exactly as for [k, g/ followed
either by front vowels or by /j/, or else by rounded vowels or by [w/:
the articulations [k, g] and [k, g], respectively, are natural and auto-
matic:
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iablchyf] [khi] [kat/ kit

“arblget] ['qetl [get/ get

i[khjurub] #¢[khjprub] [khj-] /kjuub/ cube
i[khou] 4['kho:1] ¢[kho:] [kho-] [koua/ core
i[quus] 2['quus] ¢['quus] ['§-] /quus/ goose
i[khwarf] #0[kwast] [kho-] [kwaet/ quite.

27.9. Therefore, in particular for [}/, an <objective> pronunciation,
obtained by juxtaposing [p/ and [}/, for instance, would produce an
effect that may perplex native speakers. Strictly speaking, arguably, [p?]
would have something less, in comparison with the genuine [p1], as
in:

i['phiip#] ['phiip}] ab['\phript] ['phript] ['piip/ people.

27.10. Itis important to notice that, for postvocalic and tautosyllab-
ic [, after rounded vowels, in the various languages, labial coarticula-
tion regularly occurs; therefore, it need not be marked expressly, as in-
stead we are doing here. Before heterosyllabic /j/, we find [1] (and []):

ia'bimljon] ['miljon/ million

ira'b[boljon] ['boljan] [buljen/ bullion

i[g1] jonivid] 4[] jo'nrid] ¢['o: jonrid, ju-] [ j-1 /ol jo'nid/ all you

need.

27.11. Before [0, 0; ts, dz/, we have [1, 1], [1]:

i[f30i] @6[f46i] «b[td6i] [f:10i/ filthy

i['o3 do'tharem] 2['o:t da'thaam] ¢['ort da'thaom] #/6[- 3] [o:t o
'‘tacm/ all the time

i[bests] 4[betts] ¢[brtts] #6[[4ts] [betts/ belts

i[fo3ts] [ortts] O[fotts] @b 4ts] [Hortts] faults.

27.12. With /0, d/ + [1/, we have [I] (dental, but not velarized, of
course):
i[o'men® 1etf] 4[o'man6 'erf] ¢[o'men Terf] [-n6 [] [o'men6 et/ a
month late

by dlev] ¢[widlav] [-O1] fwidlev) with love.

27.13. In British English, before [, t1, di1/, [}/ is realized as postalve-
olar, still velarized [, }]:
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i[fhizdron] 4['tfhitdson] ¢['dhitdon] [titdron/ children
iTo-(p)axdli] Lo (315l Plo-(Dgedi] Tior(p), @) bor (D] os(Hyaedif
already.

27.14. Before a pause, or before another consonant, we have [, 1],
[1]:

ibibik:] [brt] bill

iwb[ibtt] [brtt/ built

i[hez] 2[hat] [hat] 2['hat:] [het/ hull

ifo] [5] 4[od] o[fod] @[ 4] [Hod] fall

Tho(pld [ <L)k b[kor(hk] #5[ (K] Jhor(hk] Falk.

27.15. In the case of words with /IN¥/, we generally find nasaliza-
tion, which, again, need not be marked explicitly:

i[khign] [§n] #6[khitn] [4n] [kitn/ kiln

i[gpm] ['fm] 4['ehm] ¢['et:m] [-km] [etm/ elm.

27.16. When [V and a word-initial vowel meet, with no pause be-
tween, we have [, 1]:
i[fiily] «6[fily] [Miilrt/ feel it

ilo:l 'oovar] [-'o-] 4[ot 'oovi] [ 'o-] ¢['o:l 'sove] [t buve/ all over.

27.17. As far as intense (or «syllabicy) / is concerned, J/1//, we find
lip-rounding after consonants with a labial component, /m, p, b; {, v;
t, &; |, 35 1, w/. In addition, before vowels within words, we have [I,
11:

i/b[khodliy] 4[khadluy] fkodliy/ coddling (' § 27.2)
i'thremblig] 4['thzamblig] ¢[thyembliy] [-blig] [tremblin/ trum-
bling.

27.18. However, before vowels belonging to a following word, a
semi-velarized alveolar articulation, [, 1], is found in American and
British English (even before front vowels), although it is also possible
to use the common symbols [4, 1]:

i3 yali, 13, 'wa-] @[lut wsli] o[Tyt yali] [4 '] [luth ntalif Little

Italy

i['phiipj fiifuy, -] 2['phript ting] ¢['phript tifug] [-pHl [piipt titiy/

people eating.
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27.19. Lastly, before a pause or a consonant, we have [1, Tr]]; while,
after /0, d/, the contact is dental:

ity 23] 2[Tad] 6[yt] [Taed] Little
i[enlf] 2[ankt] Clenkt] fenkt/ uncle
i['thetbj] #¢[theibl] [-b1] [terbl/ table
i[ortf] 2[>fh] b['of4] [f1] [orf}] awful
i[benB3] #¢[benb1] [-n61] [ben6Y benthal.

27.20. Often, many transcriptions present sequences of [31V/, be-
cause they refer to slow or careful speech:

i"b['npvalist] 4['navelist] [novelist/ novelist
i[baliiy] #¢[balriv] [baliiv/ believe

i[phalliis] ¢[phallris] [paliis/ police

i[kha'lizon] 4[khurlizon] ¢[-3n] [ka'lizon/ collision.

27.21. Currently, though, we find [1V]:
a['navlwst] ¢['novist] [novelist/ novelist
ab[blriv] [baliiv/ believe

ab[phlis] [paliis/ police

a[khlzon] ¢[khlzn] [ko'lizon/ collision.

27.22. It is interesting to compare the following forms, which gen-
erally maintain a slight difference in syllabic structure, in comparison
with the cases previously seen:

i[bliitf] «¢[blritf] [bliit)/ bleach

i['phli-iz] #¢['phlriz] ['pliiz/ please.

27.23. We will now report, though not recommend, the frequent

insertion of a homorganic stop before [0, s, {/ (not [t/) preceded by /[}/:
i[f301] @60[f40i; 4t0i] @0 [-4t6i] [1:116i/ filthy
i[fo-3s, fogs] 2[forts; Ats, fat] O[forts; dts, fot] @0 4ts] [forks/ false
['weg(] 2['welf, -1d] [-44(] b['WE}S; i, 4] arb [-H(T [well] Welsh.

27.24. This occurs with [z/, as well, but more rarely:

i[begz] 4['betz; -hdz] o[brhz; -hdz] [betz/ bells
i[fiigz] @0[fittz; Adz, firh] [tiitz/ feels.

27.25. On the other hand, the reverse simplification may also be
heard, as in:
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i[firiyz] @6[fi-tdz; bz, fitkz] «i[4z] [tiitdz/ fields
i[begts] 4[betts, 4s] ¢[betts, -1s] [As] [betts/ belts.

27.26. However, especially when there are possible ambiguities (and
grammemes {-, -’s}), spelling is better respected:

i[wozz] 4['woitz] b['wotz] ['workz| walls

i[buyz] b[bkz] [brtz| Bill’s.

27.27. In non-neutral American pronunciation, [l/ can be realized
as [t] (sometimes even [1]) before vowels or [j/. This can also occur in
New Zealand, in northern Wales, but most of all in Scotland. On the
other hand, in Ireland, in South Africa, and in southern Wales, usual-
ly, [1] may be heard, even before consonants or pauses.





