
1. Persian, Farsi /'fA:≤si, fA:≤'sIi/ (Indo-Iranian, ¤™), the neutral accent (shown in the
figure above) has six vowels, three ‘short' and three ‘long', /i:, e, a, Ø:, o, u:/, the two
series having markedly di‡erent timbres: they are (i:, e;, Å;, ù:, o;, u:) in stressed syl-
lables, but (i;, Ù, å, ∏;, P, u;) in unstressed syllables (while, in completely unstressed
syllables, in spontaneous speech, we can also have (i, ∏, u)).

2. However, in our phonemic transcription, we will simply indicate /i, e, a, Ø,
o, u/, mostly because timbres are more important than length, which, in mediatic
and regional accents, may be very reduced.

3. ˛ere are four ‘short' diphthongs, /ei, ou/ (ei, ’ÙI÷ ou, ’PU), and /ai, oi/ (Åi,
’åi), in addition to two ‘long' ones, /u:i/ (u;i) and /Ø:i/ (ù;¤, ’∏¤) (but indicated as
/ui, Øi/; also with their unstressed variants). „en followed by vowels, the are real-
ized as vocoids with semiapproximants inserted between them, (éãé, éjé), as
shown. Initial vowels are /öé/, or colloquially /é/; in foreign words beginning with
/s0/, we find (öÙs0).

4. /éö˘/ structures are (–ö˘), and we find (n=0). /éö0/ sequences are realized as
(ü0), but /éöò, éöé, 0öé, 0öò/ colloquially lose /ö/, in spite of minimal pairs such
as man /'man/ ('ma;n) ‘I' and man' /'manö/ ('ma;nö) ‘prohibition'; even /00/ (which
occur especially in words of Arabic origin) colloquially become /0/, instead of
canonical (é˘0:é).

5. ˛e phoneme /h/ occurs in all positions (even /hh/ (h:)); between vowels, it is
(H). All final voiced consonants partially devoice (including /R, l/ (R, ¸÷ l) but except-
ing /ö/, which devoice completely between voiceless consonants and pauses).

6. Total voicing assimilation (between consonants with di‡erent phonation
types) never occurs; /p, t, k, c/ are always (ph, th, kh, ch), even when final; /›/

can either be always (G) and (òG, ,G, ›:, Ü=, Üò) or (˜) in contact with voiced
phones; /k, g/ are (©h, á) before front vowels (including /a/ (Å, ’å)) or when final;
/s, z÷ S, Z÷ c, G/ are articulated with a lowered tip of the tongue. A couple of exam-
ples: Tehrân˚ fârsi (tÙh'RŒ:n, fù:R'si:).

7. <e main intonation patterns are also shown. <ey should be accurately com-
pared with those given in the succeeding figures for the other accents described.

8. <e table of consonants shows several taxophones, either neutral, or tradi-
tional, or mediatic, although we are treating here mostly the vocalic and intona-
tional characteristics.
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2 persian

/÷/ (2 ç 2 2)/./ (2 ' 3 3) /?/ (2 ' 1 2)/ / (2 2 Ç 2 2 Ç 2 2 Ç 2)

/i/ (i:, ’i[;])

/e/ (e;, ’Ù)

/a/ (Å;, ’å)

/u/ (u:, ’u[;])

/o/ (o;, ’P)

/Ø/ (ù:, ’∏[;])

/ou, owé/ (ou, ’PU÷ ojé)

/oi, ojé/ (oi, ’PI÷ oãé, ’Pãé)

/ei, ejé/ (ei, ’ÙI÷ eãé)

/ai, ajé/ (Åi, ’åI÷ Åãé, ’åãé)

/ui, ujé/ (u;i, u:ãé)

/Øi, Øjé/ (ù;i, ’∏I÷ ù:ãé, ’∏ãé)
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˙ 1. Persian neutral accent.
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/÷/ (2 ¶ 2 2)/./ (2 Ç 3 3) /?/ (2 ' 1 1)/ / (2 2 ' 2 2 ' 2 2 Ç 2)

/i/ (i[:])

/e/ (e[;])

/a/ (Å[;])

/u/ (u[:])

/o/ (o[;])

/Ø/ (a[:])

/ei, ejé/ (ei÷ ejé)

/ai÷ ajé/ (Åi÷ Åjé)

/ou, owé/ (ou÷ ojé)

/ui, ujé/ (u;i÷ u:jé)

/oi, ojé/ (oi÷ ojé)

/Øi÷ Øjé/ (a;¤, a:jé)

˙ 2. Persian traditional accent.

/÷/ (2 Ç 2 2)/./ (2 ' 2 3) /?/ (2 ' 1 2)/ / (2 2 ' 2 2 ' 2 2 ' 2)

/i/ (i:, i0, ’i)

/e/ (™, ™0, ’™)

/a/ (Å, Å0, ’Å)

/u/ (u:, u0, ’u)

/o/ (ø, ø0, ’ø)

/Ø/ (A:, A0, ’A)

/ai÷ ajé/ (Ä, ±Äi÷ Äjé)

/ui, ujé/ (u:, ±u;i÷ u:jé)

/oi, ojé/ (ø, ±øi÷ øjé)/ei, ejé/ (™, ±™i÷ ™jé)
/ou, owé/ (ø, ±øu÷ øwé)

/Øi÷ Øjé/ (A:, ±A;i, A:jé)

˙ 3. Persian international accent: diphthongs may be lacking, and vowel sequences have true
approximants.
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/÷/ (2 Ç 3 2)/./ (2 ' 2 3) /?/ (2 ' 1 2)/ / (2 2 ' 2 2 ' 2 2 Ç 2)

/ai÷ ajé/ (ÅI÷ Åãé)

/ui, ujé/ (u;I÷ u:ãé)

/oi, ojé/ (oI÷ oãé)

/i/ (i[:])

/e/ (™[;], ’e)

/a/ (a[;], ’å)

/u/ (u[:])

/o/ (o[;], ’U)

/Ø/ (O[:])

/ei, ejé/ (eI÷ eãé)
/ou, owé/ (o:, oU÷ ojé)

/Øi÷ Øjé/ (Ø;I, Ø:ãé)

˙ 5. Persian northern accent: Tehran city area (¬ the maps given in ˙ 11-12).

/÷/ (2 Ç 3 2)/./ (2 ' 2 3) /?/ (2 ' 1 2)/ / (2 2 ' 2 2 ' 2 2 Ç 2)

/ai÷ ajé/ (ÅI÷ Åãé)

/ui, ujé/ (u;I÷ u:ãé)

/oi, ojé/ (oI÷ oãé)

/i/ (i[:])

/e/ (e[;], ’Éò)

/a/ (å[;]), (’√)+/0Ø:/

/u/ (u[:])

/o/ (o[;])

/Ø/ (Ø[:])

/ei, ejé/ (eI÷ eãé)
/ou, owé/ (o:, oU÷ ojé)

/Øi÷ Øjé/ (Ø;I, Ø:ãé)

˙ 4. Persian mediatic accent.
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NE

SE

/÷/ (2 ' 3 2)/./ (2 Ç 3 3) /?/ (2 ' 1 1)/ / (2 2 ' 2 2 ' 2 2 ' 2)

/÷/ (2 ' 2 2)/./ (2 ' 3 3) /?/ (2 ' 2 1)/ / (2 2 ' 2 2 ' 2 2 Ç 2) /?/ (2 ' 1 2)

/ui, ujé/ (u;i÷ u:jé)

/ou, owé/ (oU÷ ojé)
/oi, ojé/ (øi÷ øjé)

/Øi÷ Øjé/ (A;i, A:jé)

/i/ (i[:])

/e/ (e)

/a/ (å)

/u/ (U[:])

/o/ (ø)

/Ø/ (ù[:])

/ai÷ ajé/ (åi÷ åjé)

/ei, ejé/ (ei÷ ejé)

˙ 7. Persian eastern accent (with di‡erent intonation patterns for its northern and southern
areas).

/÷/ (2 Ç 2 2)/./ (2 Ç 3 3) /?/ (2 ' 1 2)/ / (2 2 ' 2 2 ' 2 2 Ç 2)

/ai÷ ajé/ (ÅI÷ Åãé)

/ui, ujé/ (u;I÷ u:ãé)

/oi, ojé/ (oI÷ oãé)

/i/ (i[:])

/e/ (e[;], ’Éò)

/a/ (Ä[;])

/u/ (u[:])

/o/ (ø[;])

/Ø/ (a[:])

/ei, ejé/ (eI÷ eãé)
/ou, owé/ (o:, oU÷ ojé)

/Øi÷ Øjé/ (Ø;I, Ø:ãé)

˙ 6. Persian northern accent: Tehran province.
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/÷/ (2 ' 2 2)/./ (2 ' 2 3) /?/ (2 Ç 1 2)/ / (2 2 ' 2 2 ' 2 2 ' 2)

/ui, ujé/ (u;i÷ u:jé)

/ou, owé/ (ø, ±ø;) ±±(øU÷ øwé)
/oi, ojé/ (øi÷ øjé)

/Øi÷ Øjé/ (a;i, a:jé)
/ai÷ ajé/ (Äi÷ Äjé)

/ei, ejé/ (e, ±e;) ±±(ei÷ ejé)

/i/ (i, ±i;)

/a/ (Ä)

/u/ (u, ±u;)

/e/ (e) /o/ (ø)

/Ø/ (a, ±a;)

˙ 9. Persian north-western accent: Azeri accent.

/ui, ujé/ (U;i÷ U:jé)

/ou, owé/ (oU÷ ojé)
/oi, ojé/ (øi÷ øjé)

/Øi÷ Øjé/ (A;i, A:jé)

/i/ (i[:])

/e/ (e)

/a/ (Ä)

/u/ (U[:])

/o/ (ø)

/Ø/ (A[:])

/ai÷ ajé/ (Äi÷ Äjé)

/ei, ejé/ (ei÷ ejé)

/÷/ (2 Ç 2 2)/./ (2 ' 2 3) /?/ (2 ' 1 2)/ / (2 2 ' 2 2 ' 2 2 Ç 2)

˙ 8. Persian southern accent.
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/÷/ (2 ' 3 2)/./ (2 ' 2 3) /?/ (2 ' 1 2)/ / (2 2 ' 2 2 ' 2 2 ' 2)

/i/ (ii, ’i)

/e/ (™, ’™)

/u/ (uu, ’u)

/o/ (ø, ’ø)

/a/ (å)
/Ø/ (aa, ’a)

/ui, ujé/ (u;i÷ u:jé)

/ou, owé/ (ø, ’ø, ±øø) ±±(øU÷ øwé)
/oi, ojé/ (øi÷ øjé)

/Øi÷ Øjé/ (a;i, a:jé)
/ai÷ ajé/ (åi÷ åjé)

/ei, ejé/ (™, ’™, ±™™) ±±(™i, ™jé)

˙ 10. Persian western accent: Kurdish accent.
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˙ 11. Map of Persia with accent areas.



Here are two diachronic preceding stages, which are important for the history
of Persian (¬ ˙ 13-14).

Proto-Iranian (¤™) had three vowels, both short and long (the two series having
very di‡erent timbres), and four diphthongs (their first elements corresponding
to /a/ (Å) or /a:/ (ù:)), as well as other less common combinations. As for the con-
sonants, let us signal (“) and (n=0).

8 persian
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˙ 12. Map of Persia showing the languages of neighboring nations.

/i:/ (i:)

/i/ (e)

/a/ (Å)

/u:/ (u:)

/u/ (o)

/a:/ (ù)

/ai/ (ÅI)
/au/ (ÅU) /a:u/ (ù:U)

/a:i/ (ù:I)

m n
p  b t  d k  g

q  Q c  G
f †|s  z S x

j w h
R-l

/÷/ (2 ç 2 2)/./ (2 ' 3 3) /?/ (2 ' 1 2)/ / (2 2 ' 2 2 ' 2 2 ' 2)

˙ 13.



Middle Persian˚ Pehlevi /'p™IlÈvi/, Pahlavi /'pA:lÈvi/, (¤™), had three short and five
long vowels (with very di‡erent timbres) and the consonants given, with (n=0).
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/i:/ (i:)

/i/ (¤)

/e:/ (™:)

/u:/ (u:)

/o:/ (ø:)

/u/ (¨)

/a/ (Å) /Ø:/ (ù:)

m n
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c G
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j h
R-l

/÷/ (2 ç 2 2)/./ (2 ' 3 3) /?/ (2 ' 1 2)/ / (2 2 ' 2 2 ' 2 2 ' 2)

˙ 14.




