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19.43. Vietnamese (Austro-Asiatic) has 11 V and 3 centering/opening VV (o‚cial
diphthongs, given in the first two vocograms). In addition, we find other juxtapo-
sitions: 15 more diphthongs, shown in the third and fourth vocograms).

Two of the V are short, /å, √/ (å, x), which di‡er only in their timbres, while the
others are half-long, (éé) (narrow diphthongs), and form three series of three elements:
/i, e, π/ (Ûi, Ée, πE), /M, X, a/ (MM, ÏX, Åa), /u, o, Ø/ (uu, øo, ùO).

/ùO/+/˙, k/ (,∑)+(˙, k)/Åa/+/˙, k/ (åÉ)+(˙, k)

/MMx/ (M;X, M;xò)
/uux/ (u;X, u;xò)

/Ûi/ (Ûi)

/Ûix/ (Û;Ù, Û;xò), /[w]Ûix0/ ([w]Û;Ù0)

/Ée/ (Ée) /øo/ (øo)
/ÏX/ (ÏX)

/uu/ (uu)

/x/ (x)

/ùO/ (ùO, ù,ò)
/Åa/ (Åa)

/πE/ (πE, πxò), /å/ (å)

/MM/ (MM)
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/uui/ (u;i)

/[w]øøi/ ([w]ø;i)
/[µ]xi/ ([µ]xi)

/ùùi/ (ù;i)
/Åai/ (a;i)

/åi/ (åi)

/MMi/ (M;i)

/ÏÏi/ (Ï;i)

/Ûiu/ (Û;u)

/[j]ÉÉu/ ([j]É;u)

/πEu/ (π;u)

/[µ]xu/ ([µ]xu)

/Åau/ (a;u)

/åu/ (åu)

/MMu/ (M;u)

2 /•/ (•é)1 /'/ ('é) 4 /[/ ([é) 5 /4/ (4ü)3 /ç/ (çé) 6 /ç/ (çü) /./ (13) /?/ (313) /÷/ (31)



≈nal /π, Ø/ have peculiar taxophones, (πxò, ù,ò); likewise, /a, Ø/ + /˙, k/ are real-
ized as (åÉ, ,∑), which are given in the second vocogram together with the three
phonemic diphthongs and their final taxophones, /iX/ (ÛÙ, Ûxò), /MX/ (MX, Mxò),
/uX/ (uX, uxò).

It is incredible that the recent illustration of Vietnamese (JIPA 2011) only gives
9 vowel qualities, (i, e, E, a, O, o, u) – and six of them out of nine in a perfect ‘car-
dinal' position! Indeed, it would be much easier to hit the jackpot than to find
such a coincidence, in real languages.

˛us, the reader is invited to carefully check our vocograms (also for the 3 cen-
tering diphthongs, simply shown there as (iÈ, MÈ, uÈ), which, although com-
bined with the quadrilateral shown, is just half-truth).

˛e third and fourth vocograms of ours also show the four sequences (jÉ;u, µxi,
µxu, wø;i) (which are given as triphthongs in that article). Initial V are (öé).

After /u, o, Ø/, /˙, k/ are realized with lip rounding, (˙, k); final /p, t, k, c/ are
(0æ); /˙/ occurs even initially; /N/ occurs only initially (¸nh – but nh¸ stands for
/˙/); //b, d// are injective, (‘b, ‘d) (but variably so, especially in the mediatic accent,
since (b, d) are su‚cient, because not distinctive). On the contrary, /t, th/ are dis-
tinctive. ˛e taxophones (pæò) (only final) and (ò‘b) are not to be considered as be-
longing to the same phoneme //b//. In Hanoi /fi, ß/ become /c, s/, as /Ω, Z/ become
/z/.

˛e fifth vocogram shows 7 possible partial reductions of the syllabic nucleus,
that may occur in weaker positions in the sentence, as in protunes.

˛e syllabic nucleus of the reduced forms of certain grammemes can become
(¤, ‘, û) (as shown in the sixth vocogram) or (õ, ó, ›, ô), with or without a C in
front of them. For instance: m`t (3õ, 3m¤÷ çmøotæ) ‘a(n)', qua (2w‘, 2kw‘÷ 'kwÅa)
‘across', trong (2ô, 2fiô÷ 'fi,∑˙) ‘at', cái (1k¤, 1k‘÷ •ka;i) ‘the', vpi (1v¤, 1v‘÷ •vÏ;i) ‘with'.

In addition, they are generally said with no stress and short level tones, (1), (2),
(3), according to the average height of their original tones: (1) for (•, 4), (2) for (', [),
(3) for the two (ç) (as shown in the added tonograms).

2 natural phonetics “ tonetics

(û)

(‘)

(¤)

Reductions occurring in grammeme reduced forms

/Åa/ (aa)
/ùO/+/˙, k/ (,)+(˙, k)

/uu/ (uu)
/uu/+/˙, k/ (u)+(˙, k)

/[w]Åa/+/˙, k/ ([w]Ä)+(˙, k)

/[w]Ûi/+/˙, k/ ([w]Û)+(˙, k)

/[w]Ée/+/˙, k/ ([w]Ù)+(˙, k)

Frequent variants in protunes



˛e seventh vocogram shows some frequent mediatic variants. ˛e eighth vo-
cogram, instead, gives a few broad regional variants. 

˛ere are six tonemes, the last two have a creaky phonation type (which distin-
guishes the 6th from the 3rd toneme and helps distinguish the 5th from the 2nd one),
™ ma ('mÅa) ‘ghost', má (•mÅa) ‘cheek', mà (çmÅa) ‘but', m< ([mÅa) ‘tomb', mã
(4mÅa) ‘horse', mw (çmÅa) ‘rice seedling'. ˛e 3rd and 4th tonemes can be said with
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/Ûix/ ≠(jÉe) = /jÉe/
/wÛix0/ ≠(éÉe0) = /wjÉe0/

/jÉeu/ ≠(jxu) = /jxu/

/µxi/ ≠(M;i) = /MMi/ /µxu/ ≠(M;u) = /MMu/

/wøøi/ ≠(wxi) = /wxi/

/uux/ ≠≠(u;Ö)

/uux/ ≠≠(wÏX) = /wÏX/

/wÛix0/ ≠≠(%;Ù0) /MMu/ ≠≠(…;u)

Mediatic variants

Broad regional variants

2 /•/ (•é) >Q≥ 1 /'/ ('é) >≥ 

0 /”/ (1é, 2é, 3é)

4 /[/ ([é) >ö≥ 5 /4/ (4ü) >U≥ 3 /ç/ (çé) >Z≥ 6 /ç/ (çü) >è≥ 

4 /[/ ([V) >ö≥ 3 /ç/ (çV) >Z≥ 

2 /•/ (•é)1 /'/ ('é) 4 /[/ ([é) 5 /4/ (4ü)3 /ç/ (çé) 6 /ç/ (çü)

/¿/ (¿) ((»))

/ / ( ) ((’))

/̊ /(˚) ((ˇ))

/¡/ (¡) ((»’))

/¡/ (¡) ((»’))

/¡/ (¡) ((»’))

$

$

$

Possible 
voice 

variants

<e six tonemes “ tones
(and their graphic diacritics)

<e four protunes (and the taxotones of the six tonemes, when combined together)

Possible 
tone reductions 
in grammemes



a murmured voice. ˛e 5th toneme, instead of (4ü), can be realized as ('éö1é). In
the South, the 4th and 5th tonemes merge into one, which begins like the 4th and
ends like the 5th: (Ô).

˛e tonograms added above complete what we have already seen, by showing
more characteristics of the six tonemes and their realizations, also when combined
with intonation.

Spelling: a /a/, å /å/, â /√/, e /π/, ê /e/, i˚ y /i/, o /Ø/, ô /o/, ¢ /X/, u /u/, @ /M/, c
/k/, ch /c/, d /z/, É /‘d/, g˚ gh /Ÿ/, gi /Z/, h /h/, kh /x/, ng /˙/, nh /òN, ˙ò/, ph /f/, qu
/kw/, r /Ω/, s /ß/, t /t/, th /th/, tr /fi/, x /s/÷ tonemes: o /'é/, ó /•é/, ò /çé/, £ /[é/, õ /4ü/,
$ /çü/.

˛e list on next page –analytically– shows all the parts that form the syllables
of Vietnamese.

4 natural phonetics “ tonetics

/./ (13)

/?/ (313)

/,/ (2)

/÷/ (31)

//ˇ// (^)

2 /•/ (•é)1 /'/ ('é) 4 /[/ ([é) 5 /4/ (4ü)3 /ç/ (çé) 6 /ç/ (çü)

<e four tunes (and the taxotones of the six tonemes, when combined together). <e first row shows 
the tones as said in isolation, in an unmodified tonetic situation, //ˇ// (^), with no tune adaptations
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('é)
Q (•é)
Z (çé)
ö ([é)
U (4ü)
è (çü)

b- (‘b)
-c (kæ)
c- (k)
-ch (kæ)
ch- (C)
d- (z)
É- (‘d)
g- (Ÿ)
gh- (Ÿ)
gi- (ò)
h- (h)
k- (k)
kh- (x)
l- (l)
-m (mæ)
m- (m)
-n (næ)
n- (n)
-ng (˙æ
-nh (˙æ
ng- (˙)
ngh- (˙)
nh- (N)
-p (pæ)
ph- (f)
qu- (kw)
r- (Ω)
s- (ß)
-t (tæ)
t- (t)
th- (th)
tr- (fi)
v- (v)
x- (s)

-oa(C)(wÅa{0æ})
-oach (wåÉkæ)
-oanh (wåÉ˙æ)
-oai (wa;i)
-oao (wa;u)
-oay (wåi)

-oåC (wå0æ)

-oe (wπE, wπxò)
-oeC (wπE0æ)
-oeo (wπ;u)

-oi (ù;i)

-ô (øo)
-ôc (xukæ)
-ông (xu˙æ)
-ôi (ø;i)

-ôông (øo˙æ)

-¢(C) (ÏX{0æ})
-¢i (Ï;i

-u(C) (uu{0æ})
-uc (uukæ)
-ung (uu˙æ)

-ua (u;x)
-uaC (wÅa0æ)
-uach (wåÉkæ)
-uanh (wåÉ˙æ)
-uai (wa;i)
-uay (wåi)
-qua (kwÅa)

-uåC (wå0æ)

-uâC (wx0æ)
-uâc (wxkæ)
-uây (wxi)

-a(C) (Åa{0æ})
-ac (Åakæ)
-ach (åÉkæ)
-anh (åÉ˙æ)
-ai (a;i)
-ao (a;u)
-au (åu)
-ay (åi)

-åC (å0æ)

-âC (x0æ)
-âu (xu)
-ây (xi)

-e (πE, πxò)
-eC (πE0æ)
-eo (π;u)

-ê(C) (Ée{0æ})
-êch (xikæ)
-ênh (xi˙æ)
-êu (É;u)

-i(C) (Ûi{0æ})
-ich (Ûikæ)
-inh (Ûi˙æ)
-ia (Û;Ù, Û;xò)
-iu (Û;u)

-iêC (Û;x0æ)
-iêu (jÙ;u)

-o (ùO, ù,ò)
-oC (ùO0æ)
-oc (,∑kæ)
-ong (,∑˙æ)

-oong (ùO˙æ)

-ue (wπE, wπxò)
-ueC (wπE0æ)
-ueo (wπ;u)

-uê(C)(wÉe{0æ})
-uêch (wxikæ)
-uênh (wxi˙æ)

-uêu (wÉ;u)

-ui (u;i)

-uôC (u;x0æ)

-uôi (wø;i)

-u¢(C) (u;x{0æ})

-uy(C)(wÛi{0æ})
-uych (wÛikæ)
-uynh (wÛi˙æ)

-uya (wÛ;x)
-uyu (wÛ;u)
-uyêC (wÛ;x0æ)

-@(C) (MM{0æ})
-@a (M;x)
-@i (M;i)
-@u (M;u

-@¢C (M;x0æ)
-@¢i (µxi)
-@¢u (µxu)

-y (Ûi)
-yêC (Û;x0æ)
-yêu (jÉ;u)


