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19.43. Vietnamese (Austro-Asiatic) has 11 V and 3 centering/opening VV (official
diphthongs, given in the first two vocograms). In addition, we find other juxtapo-
sitions: 15 more diphthongs, shown in the third and fourth vocograms).

Two of the V are short, [e, A/ [e, 2], which differ only in their timbres, while the
others are half-long, [VV] (narrow diphthongs), and form three series of three elements:
[i, e, &/ [1, =e, x¢], [w, ¥, af [wuw, 33, Aa], [u, 0, b/ [uu, oo, 0].
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2 NATURAL PHONETICS & TONETICS

Final /e, o/ have peculiar taxophones, [&1”, 04"]; likewise, [a, 0/ + [1, k/ are real-
ized as [ea, az], which are given in the second vocogram together with the three
phonemic diphthongs and their final taxophones, [i¥/ [19, 12"], [ws/ [ws, ws’],
[ug/ [uz, us”].

It is incredible that the recent illustration of Vietnamese (JIPA 2011) only gives
9 vowel qualities, [i, e, ¢, a, 9, 0, u] — and six of them out of nine in a perfect ‘cat-
dinal” position! Indeed, it would be much easier to hit the jackpot than to find
such a coincidence, in real languages.

Thus, the reader is invited to carefully check our vocograms (also for the 3 cen-
tering diphthongs, simply shown there as [is, wo, us], which, although com-
bined with the quadrilateral shown, is just half-truth).

The third and fourth vocograms of ours also show the four sequences [jau, wzi,
wjru, woi] (which are given as triphthongs in that article). Initial V are [2V].

After [u, o, 0/, [1, k] are realized with lip rounding, [§, k]; final /p, t, k, tI/ are
[C']; [g/ occurs even initially; /p/ occurs only initially (#2h — but nb# stands for
[9)); [[b, d| are injective, [’b, °d] (but variably so, especially in the mediatic accent,
since [b, d] are sufficient, because not distinctive). On the contrary, [t, th/ are dis-
tinctive. The taxophones [p*] (only final) and [*’b] are not to be considered as be-
longing to the same phoneme //bj/. In Hanoi /ts, s/ become /4, s/, as [z, 3/ become
[z].

Frequent variants in protunes
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The fifth vocogram shows 7 possible partial reductions of the syllabic nucleus,
that may occur in weaker positions in the sentence, as in protunes.

The syllabic nucleus of the reduced forms of certain grammemes can become
[t, 3, u] (as shown in the sixth vocogram) or [m, n, 1, 1j], with or without a C in
front of them. For instance: mdt [m, my _mogot] ‘a(n)’, qua [-ws, kws; kwaa]
‘across’, trong [1), -ts1); 'tsagf)] ‘at’, cdi [k, ks; kai] ‘the’, vdi ['vi, ‘vs; ‘vgi] ‘with'.

In addition, they are generally said with no stress and short level tones, [1, [],
[.], according to the average height of their original tones: [] for [, /], [] for [\, ],
[.] for the two [ ] (as shown in the added tonograms).



19. ASIA 3

The seventh vocogram shows some frequent mediatic variants. The eighth vo-
cogram, instead, gives a few broad regional variants.

Mediatic variants
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There are six tonemes, the last two have a creaky phonation type (which distin-
guishes the 6™ from the 3 toneme and helps distinguish the 5t from the 27 one),
eg ma [maa] ‘ghost’, md [‘'maa] ‘cheek’, ma [.maa] ‘but’, md [;maa] ‘tomb’, ma
[‘maa] ‘horse’, ma [_maa] ‘rice seedling’. The 37 and 4% tonemes can be said with
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The four protunes (and the taxotones of the six tonemes, when combined together)
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4 NATURAL PHONETICS & TONETICS

The four tunes (and the taxotones of the six tonemes, when combined together). The first row shows
the tones as said in isolation, in an unmodified tonetic situation, |[3f| [\], with no tune adaptations
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a murmured voice. The 5" toneme, instead of ['V], can be realized as [V2'V]. In
the South, the 4™ and 5% tonemes merge into one, which begins like the 4™ and
ends like the 5t: [/].

The tonograms added above complete what we have already seen, by showing
more characteristics of the six tonemes and their realizations, also when combined
with intonation.

Spelling: a [af, i [e], 4 [a], e ], é |e], i, y [i], o [D], 6 [o], o [¥], u [u], u [w], ¢
I, b [4] d [of, & [, g b [s]. i [3h b [B) Kb [l ng ), nb i, o], b [E qu
[kw/, r |2/, s [§], t [t], th [th], tr [ts], x [s[; tonemes: o [V], 6 ['N], 6 [N/,  [N], & ['V],
o ]

The list on next page —analytically— shows all the parts that form the syllables
of Vietnamese.



. ASIA 5
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[V] -a(C) [aa(C)] -0a(C) [waa(C")] -ue  |[waee, wes”]

['V] -ac [aak] -oach [weak] ueC  [waeC']

[ V] -ach [eak] -oanh [wear'] -ueo [waeru]

[LV] -anh  [eay’] -0ai [wai]

[V] -ai [ai] -0a0 [waru] 1é(C) [wae(C)]

[LV] -ao  [au] -oay [wei] -uéch [wsik]
-au  |[eu] -uénbh [wain']

[’b] ay  [ei -04C  [weC]

(KT -uéu [wau]

(k] 4C  [eC] -0oe  [weaee, waes']

(k] -0eC  [waeC'] ui [ui]

[t{] 4C  [rC] -0e0 [wzu]

[z] -du  [gu] u0C  [usrC]

[’d] 4y (1] 01 [0i]

[¥] -udi  [wori]

[¥] -e [ee, 21"] -0 [c0]

2] eC  [2eC] oc [guk’] u0(C) [uz(C)]

[h] -e0 [eu] -Ong  [2uf]

[k] 01 [ori] uy(C) [wri(C)]

[x] 2(C) [ze(C)] -uych [wiik]

1] tch  [ziK] -0ong [oofy] -uynh [wiin']

[m] enh  [zig]

[m] u  [=u] -0(C) [33(CY] -uya  [wrs]

[n'] 01 [z -uyu  [wru]

[n] 4(C) [i(C)] -uyéC [wraC

[y ich k) (C) [un(C)]

(o' -inh g uc  [uuk’] #(C) [wu(C)]

(1] 4a  [ro, 1] -ung  [uufy] wa  [urg]

[n] 4u  [ru] wi [uri]

[n] ua [ug] wu  [wru

[p] 16C  [ra(C] -uaC [waaC]

[f] -iéu  [jou] -uach [weak] -woC [ursC]

[kw] uanh [weay'] woi  [wRi]

7] -0 [0, 04"] uai [wai] -wou  [wgaul]

[s] -0C  [00C] -uay [weil

[t] oc  [agk] qua  [kwaal v [l

[t] -ong  [AR7)] 9éC  [rzC]

[th] uiC [weC yéu [jau]

[ts] -oong [001)']

[v] udC [wa(C']

[s] udc  [wak]

-udy  [wail



