
68.1. To complete our description of the possible variation in the sound sys-
tems of English, in addition to geographical and social aspects, we thought it
might be interesting to also o‡er some concise diachronic views of older phases in
the development of the English language.

In addition to the reconstruction of their vowels and consonants, we decided
to include their possible and valid intonation patterns… until proved otherwise,
of course.

68.2. Proto-Germanic (¤™) had four short vowels and five long ones (¤ mono-
timbric diphthongs), with di‡erent articulations, and the five diphthongs given,
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two of which on the way to die out (/ei, eu/ = (ii, iu)). In the old phase, it only had
four vowels (both short and long) and the diphthongs shown; whereas in the late
phase, it presented five vowels (both short and long) but only three diphthongs.
As for its consonants, it should be highlighted that /f, †, x/, (å, †, x), had the word-
internal taxophones (6, ∑, Ÿ), but /x/ (x, òh); notice also (n=0).

68. Some diachronic stages 400

Late stage

/au/ (aU)/ai/ (aI)

/iu/ (i¯)

/ii/ (ii) /uu/ (uu)

/i/ (I)

/ee/ (ee)

/e/ (E)

/u/ (U)

/o/ (O)

/oo/ (oo)

/aa/ (aa)
/a/ (å)

/ai/ (åI) /au/ (åU)

{/ei/ (Ùi)}
{/eu/ (Ù¯)}

/iu/ (Û¯)

/ii/ (ii) /uu/ (uu)

/i/ (I)

/ee/ (ee)

/e/ (E)

/u/ (U)

/o/ (øø)

/a/ (A)
/aa/ (ÅÅ)



68. Some diachronic stages 401

68.3. Old English, Anglosaxon (Germ., ¤™), had eight short and seven long vow-
els (the latter being narrow diphthongs), and three sequences or centring diph-
thongs /iÈ, iiÈ÷ eÈ, eeÈ÷ aÈ, aaÈ/ both short and long, as well; before nasals, /A, AA/
had the taxophones (Ø, ØO). As for its consonants, the obstruents, in a voiced envi-
ronment, had the voiced taxophones given; either front or back vowels a‡ected
/k, g, h/, giving (k, ©÷ g, Ÿ, á, J÷ h, â, ∆). ˛ere was a tardy phoneme, /Z/. Further,
sequences of /h/ + /n, w, l, R/ gave (£, W, a, 5); /R/ (Ré, ¸0, ¸ò); /l/ (lé, ]0, ]ò). ˛ere
was opposition between C – CC, and (n=0).
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68.4. Middle English (Germ., ¤™) had six short vowels (including /È/ (È)) and
eight long vowels, with di‡erent timbres (and a retracted taxophone for /al/ (A]0,
A]ò)), as well as the six diphthongs given. As for its consonants, it had /R/ (or rather
/¸/) (¸é, ¸0, ¸ò), /wR/ (or /w¸/) (}); /l/ (lé, ]0, ]ò); /h/ (òh, 5â, Ì∆), /hw/ (W), and
(n=0).
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68.5. Early Modern English (Germ., ¤™) had seven short vowels (including /È/ (¢))
and six long vowels (some of which had quite di‡erent timbres from those of the
corresponding short ones), as well as the seven diphthongs given. As for its conso-
nants˚ it had /hw/ (W)÷ /</ (<é, <0, <ò) (with (q0, qò) in milder accents); /l/ (lé, ı0,
ıò); /tj, sj/ (Tj, sj) (not yet (c, S), which derived from later (cj, Sj)). Probably, also for
the stage, /</ was (R); and -y /i/, might produce a certain rhyming e‡ect if pro-
nounced as (ˆi), with a postpalatal semi-approximant (see orogram), as if it were (Éi).
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68.6.  Here is the transcription of Hamlet's monologue (given in § 52.6), using
a reconstructed pronunciation of Shakespeare's time.

(David Crystal's suggestion is too simple, incomplete and scarcely reliable; it seems
rather a sort of journalistic scoop, with all its limitations. Ben Crystal's performance
sounds too inconsistent, and with too many oscillations between American-like,
North-British-like, and personal realizations.)

(thÈ'bii2 2|| È<'nOt2 tÈ'bii23||| '∑Åt Iz∑È'K∆wEstjÈn23|||
¿'WE∑-È<2 ¿tIz'nooblÈ<2 ›In∑È'mÉinfl2ë| thÈ'sXf-È<2
∑È'slI,z23\ Ånd'Å<-ooz23 ¿Èv∑ut'<EEGÈs 'fO∏<tiun2||
¿È<tÈ'thEEk 'aa<mΩ2| §’ È'GEnst È'sii ÈÑ'th<Xb-ÈıΩ2@|||
ÅmbÉiÈ'p∆oozI,2|| ˚"EnD∑Èm23||| thÈ'dÉi23|| thÈ'sliip23||
noo'mO∏<23||| §õ ü ˚ÈmbÉiÈ'sliip2 tÈ'sEE2 wi'EnD@
∑È'haa<t&EEk23\ Èn∑È'†∑uzó2 'nÅtjÈ<Èı2 'SOKs23|
§õ ∑Èt'flES2 Iz'™É<&tu23@||| thIzÈ&KOnsÈ'mEEsjÈn2
dÈ"v∑utli2\ tÈbi'wISt23||| §’ thÈ'dÉi23|| thÈ'sliip23@||
˚thÈ'sliip2 2|| §» ˚phÈ<'chÅns2 ˚tÈ'd<iim23@||| §” 'Éi23| '∑™É<z ∑È'<XÊ23@||
§’ &fO∏<In&∑Åt'sliip2 Èv'dE†2\ 'WOt 'd<iimz2\ mEE'khXm2||
›'WE, wiÈÑ'SXf-Èıd2 'aaf2\ ∑Is'mO∏<tÈı2 'khÏiÈı23ë|
§» ˚'mXs 'GIv-Ès2 ˚'phaaΩ23@||| §’ '∑™É<z ∑È<È'spEkT2
∑Èp'mEEks kÈ"lÅm-Èti23| ÈÑsoo'lO˙2 'lÉif23@||
§» ü ¿fÈ<'∆uu2 ¿wÈb'b™É<2\ ¿∑È'WIps2 ¿Èn'sKO∏<nz2 ¿ÈÑ'thÉim23||
¿∑iÈ'ph<Es-È<z2 '<O˙23|| ¿∑È'ph<∑ub 'mÅnΩ2 ¿khÈn'thiumIli23||
¿∑È'phÅ˙z2 ÈvdÈ'spÉizd 'lXÑ23|| ¿∑È'laaz2 dÈ'lEE23||
¿∑i'InsÈlÈns2 Èv'aafIs23| ¿Ån∑È'spå‘<nz2\
¿∑Èp'phEEsjÈmp2 'mE<-It23| ¿Èv∑iXm'wå‘<∑i23 'thEEks23||
¿'WEn 'hii2 ›¿hIm'sEıf2ë| ˚mÉit'hIΩ k∆{w}Éi'iitÈs2 ˚'mEEk23
˚wI∑È'b™É<2 §ÖÖ ˚"bOflkIn23@||| §’ ¿'∆uu2 ¿wÈfl'faa<dÈız2 ¿'b™É<2|\
›thÈ'g<Xnt23 Èn'swEt23| &XndÈ<È'wI<-i 'lÉif23ë||
bXt∑Èt∑È'd<Ed2 ÈÑ'sXm†I,23|| 'ÅftÈ< 'dE†23|||
›∑iXndI'skXv-È<d 'khXnt<i23| f<Èm'∆uuz 'boP<n2||
'noo 'ch<Åv-ÈlÈ< <È'thå‘<nΩ23ë|| ˚'phXz-Èız ∑È'wIı23|||
›˚Èm'mEEksÈs2 ˚'<Å∑-È<2 ˚"b™É<23\ ∑ooz'Iız2 wi'hÅÑ23ë||
¿∑ÈM'flÉi2 ¿tÈ'öX∑-È<z23| ∑Èpwi'noo23 'nOt 'aaÑ23|||
'∑Xs2 2|| 'K∆OnsjÈns23| 'dXz2 'mEEk "kh∑uÈ<DΩ23| ÈvXs'aaı23||
Ån'∑Xs2 ∑È'nEEtIÑ 'hiu2 Èv&<EzÈ'liusjÈn2\
IΩ'sIklid 'oP<23| wI∑∑È'phEEÈı 'khÅst2 ÈÑ'†aat23||
Ånd'EntÈ<&p<ÉizIz2\ Èv'g<eep2 'phIc2\ Èm'moomÈnt2|
›wI∑&∑Is<È'gaa<fl23ë|| ∑™É<'khå‘<ÈnTs23\ 'thå‘<n2 È'<Éi23|||
Ån'luuz23| ∑È'nEEm23|| Èv'öÅk-sjÈn23|||).
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ˆ

˝ 
Postpalatal semi-approximant.


