10.
The diphthongs

of the three neutral accents

10.1. Let us now consider the seven phonemic diphthongs of our three neutral
accents. Of course, in plain International English, we have one realization for each
of the seven diphthongs. Let us notice, once again, that they are seven, not just five,
as even most native-speaker phoneticians still seem to believe, in spite of clear and
obvious evidence of the fact that /ii, uu/ are diphthongs, too.

This can be done even acoustically, for those who are not able to hear the
sounds, or who rely too heavily on documented ‘scientific’ results, as if the results
of a trained ear would just be a case of unexpected chance (something like ‘what

a lucky fluke?’).

10.2. fig 10.1 shows the four fronting diphthongs, for the three accents. In place
of the four expected realizations of plain International English, the American and

fig 10.1. Fronting diphthongs ( & 25 and fig 25.2, as well).
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British neutral accents (as well as the native-like International accent, f fig 5) have
eight, more or less different, realizations, because we cannot absolutely ignore the
taxophones before [§/.

This might let one think that —after all- the type of (plain) International pro-
nunciation is not a ‘natural’ one. But we have to state, once again, that it is far
more natural than what most books on the phonetics of English still present.

10.3. The black markers and lines stand for the four phonemes, while the grey
markers and broken lines show the additional taxophones, or contextual variants
— [iip/ tliip] 4/0[1i, itt], [eup)/ [eup] YO[E1, ed], [a@)] ([aE®)] 4blas, aat], [or@)/

i[or@p)] 4b[os, oat]:

tea, feel ['1ii, 'fiiz/ ?['thit, fiig, fiit] alb['thri, 'firt, fir}]

day, sail [det, 'sey/ i['dE"t, 'sE'Y, 'SEY] a/b[\dE-, 'sent, 'sEt}]

high, file [hak, fagt/ ‘[haE, faEt, fagi] alb[has, faat, faat]

boy, boil [bok, bor/![boe, boet, bort] alb[bos, boat, boat].

10.4. fig 10.2 shows the three backing diphthongs, with /ao )| ilac@)] 4blaod],
[oo®] i[oo®] “[cod)] ¢[30, oot], fuup/ i[uum] 4[vu, ust] ¢[pu, uut].

For the American accent, we must show also the variant with exchanged pos-
sible realizations, since they vary quite freely, although it is better to use [pu] when
preceded by [j/, and [vu] in the other cases, including [juu/, which, in neutral
American English, stands for plain [uu/; thus, we have [juu/ {[juu] 4[vu] #[jpul,
and [juu/ ?[juu] 2[juu] ¢[juu] as in:

fig 10.2. Backing diphthongs ( & 25, as well).
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new [njuu/ ‘['njuru] #['nuu] blnjpru]
you fjun ifjuea] aljpru] b
10.5. In addition, for neutral British English, besides the expected [uu/ [pu, ust]
realizations, there is an important taxophone of /o), [30, ool], ie with a back-
-central round first element occurring before [1] (which, as far as we know, no one else
had clearly shown before, except for mediatic British /oot/ [out], given as ‘[pu]’). In
fact, in British English, go begins as gir/, rather than as goal ['goo, 'go:t, 'gooy/ ?[gs-o,
‘g3, 'gorol].
10.6. Thus, we have:
now, fowl ['nac, faoy/ {[nac; faoy, fact] alb[nao; faot, faot]
20, goal ['goo, 'goot/ '['\go-o; 'go oy, 'goet] 4[go-oe, 'gorotl, 'goot] b['g3‘0, 'gorot,
gool
who, cool [huu, kuuy/ [huu; khuug, khuut] 4[hou; khuot, khuot], b['hp'u;
'khuut, khuot], and:
cue, yule [khjuu, juuy/ {[khjuu; juug, juut] 46[khjpru, khjou; juot, just].

10.7. As we have already seen, the other diphthongs, even if followed by [4/, do
not change much their components, apart from those with front second elements;
besides (except for [oo/, which has only 3/, in neutral pronunciation), they freely
fluctuate between [4/ and [}/ (with a rarer realization of [4/ as ‘[o§/’ [wi]):

feel ['iiz/ P [fi-if, 'fiij] «/b[fih, irt]
file [fary/ i[faey, farf] 4/6[faat, faal]

sail ['seg/ ['seg, se] 40[serd, 'sed]

boil [boe| i[boet, bori] 4/[boat, boat]

soul [sooy| i['so°0%, 's00t] 4[so-ot, sool] ¢[soot, sool]

owl ['act| i['aoy, act] 4/0['aot; 'aot]

yule [juug/ i[juug, juuf] 4b[§uut, just]
cool [kuuy/ I[khuug, khuuj] 4/¢[khuut, khuot].

10.8. Let us notice that the modern neutral British pronunciation differs only
slightly from the more traditional one (and so there is little difference from the
American one) for [ii, Et, aE, o, ao/ and even for [iif/, as can be seen better
through a careful comparison between the British and the American vocograms.

Indeed, we have:

tea ['fii] i['thii] 4/¢[thri]

day [dey [det] 4b[de1]

high [hag/ i[ha'e] 4/¢[ha-s]

boy [box/ i[boe] 4/b[bos]

now ['nac/ ‘['na-c] 4/%[nao]

so ['soo/ ila[so 0] t['s3 0]

youth [juud] [juubd] «/b[juub]
new ['njuu/ ‘'njuu] 4['nvru, 'npru] #['njpru]

who [huu/ i[huu] 4[horu] Clhpeul.
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10.9. In slower speech, [VV§/ —in a tune— can be realized as [VVo3/ {[VVoy]
a/b[VVut]. While, in normal speech, [VV}/ —in a protune— generally changes into
[VV3] i[VV3] 4l6[VV1]. Of course, this holds even more for those [VVy/ that currently
become [VV}]:

trial ['f1aet/ !['$hiagg] [hlaa}] bithyaat]

a trial period [5'f1aet 'praziad/ ?[s'tfhiart phuriad] 4[s'thiaat phiriad] b[o'thjaat
‘phiogiad]

feel ['iiz] [fiif] 4/0[tit, fir}]

I feel good [artiiz 'god/ I[atiif 'gord] 4/b[astitt 'gord].

10.10. Of course, the most peculiar diphthong in the British accent is [oo/
[30], whose first element is central and unrounded (if not followed by [1], where
we find [001]); while in American pronunciation (and International, as well) it is

back and rounded, [o0]:
No, Joe won't go [noe. '&oo, ' woont 'goo./ il4[noe-, '&o e 'woor 'go-o-] ¢['nsa,,

‘&30 "w3en 'gsoe..].

10.11. In the British accent, at the beginning of the twentieth century, [00]
was widespread; until the fifties it was [0o], always with lip rounding, while [5o0,
30], at that time, sounded rather affected. In mediatic British pronunciation, we
have [co®)/ [20, ou®)] ( fig 56.2) — generally [ougv] also for [p3v].

10.12. Let us add that, mainly in quicker (British and American) speech, un-
stressed -owing, -ower, [ooly, 0091 become b[-au]; -33, -oe|] 4[-ouy; -01], as in follow-
ing and follower: [fol-auy, fol-ss, -oe|] (¢[fal-ouy, -01]).

Rarer items like foraying and forayer, for [eun; Eo1/, have b[-:»{uj; -a3, -ae|, 4ai):
[foy-in; a3, -ae|] 4[far-uy; -ay, fo-1a1] (less often stressed as: ¢[fo'[Ewn, fo-; B3, “[ELY|
a[fa'rery, fo-, fa-]). Besides, convoying, convoyer, for [orwy; ,ora1/, have ¢[khomvour;
khomvos, -oe|] 4[khamvoun; -vo1] (less often as: [komvoruy; voss, “vose|] 4[kanm-
orun; “vos1)). Satisfying and satisfyer, for [aruy; ara1/, have ¢['szf-tsfeun; fes, fee|]
['ser-asten; -feg] (but: b ['sef-tstety; -fes, -fee|] 4['ser-osteiy; -fex]).

Also [ara3/ [e3], as in missile *['mis-est] 4['mis1]. Even [oE93/ may become [o3]
(mainly in a protune and losing []: tur[]moil), as in turmoils of emotions b['ths--
mos§zo va'msoe|nz] 4[thrmovize vomooe(nz]. We may even find [aca1/ ¢[ea] 4[ea1]
(again in a protune and losing [\]: Schopen[|hauer), as in as Schopenhauer wrote ¥[5z-
{sopmhea 1301, az{op-] 2[sz{copmhear 100f].

fig 10.3. Reduced forms of shortened unstressed triphthongs, in quicker speech (see G 30).
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