English Pronunciation & Accents

(2024°, integrations)

5.32. A more precise description of the phoneme [5/, in both British and Amer-
ican neutral accents (including a native-like international one), has five taxophones
(shown in fig 5.4).

In addition to the canonical [5] vocoid, we have [ g|, 4[], in word-final position,
followed by a pause, as in pizza [)piifss/ ['phiitse, 4-a]; of course, in British English
also, and more frequently, for o)/ [-3], not final, as in father says [fad3 'sez], piz-
zas ['piifsoz/ ['phuitssz], Pizza Hut [piifsshef/ ['phiitsshef, 4-hat].

In contact with (and, certainly, if between, either in a word or in a phrase) ve-
lar(ized) consonants (/k, g, 1, w/ and [}]), we have [w]: 2 cook [skek/ [wkhok], singa
song ['suyy a'soy/ ['suy w'soy], devil [devay/ [dev-t, -wt], believe [be)liiv; bi [belriy, b
[bi'lriv] [blriy, blriv], but not [bl-].

In contact with (and certainly, if between) apical consonants (/f, d; 0, J; s, z; n;

1/ and [1]), we have [1]: fo do [foduu/ [fhe#dpru, -uu].

fig 5.4. Different taxophones of [5/.

10.12. Let us add that, mainly in quicker (British and American) speech, unstressed
-owing, -ower [oouy, 0031/ become b[-atg; -03, -oe|] 4[-ou; -01], as in following and fol-
lower: b['fol—atg, fol-a3, -oe|], 4[fal-oy, -01]. Rarer items like foraying and forayer, for
[Eun; E1/, have [-oun; -93, -9e] 4[-01]; b[Ho19un; -93, -9e[] 4[farswy; -o1, foraa1] (less
often stressed as: ¢[fo'[euy, fo; “qEts, “[Ete|] 4[fa'tEy, fo-, fo-; “1ELI].

In very quick speech, these examples may be realized using approximant contoids:
[i] (post-palatal), and [}] (prevelar), and [w] (provelar rounded), instead of the vo-
coids [a], [2], and [o], respectively: following and follower b[fol-jin, folis, -je|], 4[fal-
wir), -wil, foraying and forayer 0[-jun; i3, -el] “[-in; i1l 2[fo1iin; -3, -el] “[farjuy; 1,
foraja].



2 English Pronunciation & Accents

In addition, for /i, u/ of the unstressed diphthongs /is, us/, we can certainly find
also the approximants [j, w], 1nstead of the vocoids [i, p, in words like happier, id-
iot, and influence: ®[haep-j3, -jel] 4[j1], [d-j¥f; 'mflwzns], instead of ¢['haep-j3, -jel]

a[-j1] ['uyflpzas]. Let us also see: valuer with [jus/ ¢['valjws, jwe|] 4[fwi], but also:
b['vael-is, -fell 4[-31], if quicker.

fig 10.3. Approximants.
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fig 10.4. Typical triphthong reduction in quick speech (including the diphthong Jity)).
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Besides, convaying, convoyer, for [oruy; 001/, have ¢[khomvouy; khomvos, -oe|]
a[khamvotr; khamvos] (less often: [khomvorin; voss, ‘vose|] 4[khamvoruy; vosi].

Satisfying and satisfyer, for [aEwy; ;aesi/, have b['saer—tsfeul; fes, -fee|] 4['ser-sstein;
-fes] (but also: b['sx[—ts,fe(')ug; -fe0)s, -tece|] 2[seristec)u; -fee)l). For accompanying
and hurrying with [ig/, we often find [-11].

Still in quicker speech, other simplifications occurring in unstressed syllables are
certainly possible. As a practical demonstration, fig 10.4 shows what can certainly be
heard using the lexical root continu- in the inflection of some words.

fig 10.5. Common realizations for different endings after /kan'fin-
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14.7. Here is a concise summary of espiration (rather than ‘aspiration’) for [p, t,
k; tf/. We have to distinguish the (voiceless laryngeal) approximant [h] and the se-
mi-approximant [h]; the latter is weaker, less energetic, than the former. We will
show how they are used.

In stressed syllables, we find ['Ch] (except for ['sC]). In half-stressed syllables, we
have [Ch] (and, of course, [sC]). Usually, we find [h] also in unstressed syllables,
in word-initial position, after silence (as isolated words are, too): [[*Ch]. Instead,
we have a zero phone, in unstressed syllables, after a heterosyllabic phone, either a
vowel or a consonant: [V*C, CC].

Here are some illustrative examples (in international pronunciation, for simplicity),
and shown only for [p/: people ['piipay/ ['phiip}l, anticipate [en'fisopEetf] [@n'this+
phetf], potential [po'tenfoy/ [phetheglusl, (an) impact [umpeki| [''mpak'(], (to) sepa-
rate ['SEpaIELf] ['SEp-9,IELf].

Notice that /p, f, k/ may be followed by [j, w, 1,1/. In addition, [h] might not nec-
essarily be shown explicitly.
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26.15. A brief remark concerning cases like weary, vary, tourist [wiii, 'vea1i,
‘ruarast/ Cl'wio-gi, vea-1i, 'thua-yust] 4['wir, VEr, 'thursst], in order to expand on
what we already know about [21/. fig 26.3 shows the orograms (and labiograms) of
[5] and [1, 1, 1].

In British English (and the other accents structurally similar to it, like Austra-
lian and New Zealander), we have [Vo-{V], while in American English (and those
similar to it, like Canadian and generally the Celtic ones), we have [V1-V, Vi-V].

It is easy to see that, articulatorily, [y] is rather different from [1, 1] (although
too many —even native— ‘experts’ still describe them as produced the other way
round!). However, the important thing is that it is rather clear that [VxV, Vi-V]
must have derived from [Vo-1V], by strong assimilation and simplification.

fig 26.3. Orograms and labiograms of [s] (a static vocoid), [1, 1, {] (dynamic contoids).
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55.17. The intonation patterns of mediatic American English differ only slight-
ly from the neutral American ones, mostly on the tonic syllables of the interroga-
tive and supensive tunes, where [-] is more appropriate than [-, 3], respectively (al-
though a slight similar movement is still present), as shown in fig 55.8 ({ fig 41.2),
which also shows a somewhat broader version of the mediatic American patterns.

fig 55.8. American English intonation patterns.

Neutral
==l =] /[t T— L)L ]
== =] e [c--r-r-] N e S A
=L i T Kb
- — ] i/ -] — Ll E e
Mediatic
e I Y ey Y = Y R RPN N — L]
== =] fef [ge--ete1] ; an WA
=LCLSEEE il Ll H
T s N N N S N Y A TR J—=T1ole] S ['e]
Broad mediatic
~ — 0| //[- ] — [
N I ey O e = i 7Y R PR PO ; : -]
N ~ <10 fi/ -] NN E A
N N A e e J=TT] K Lo




English Pronunciation & Accents 5

A
<« >
v

Especially in addition to § 24.4-6 and § 24.11, let us see, in more detail,
something else for the combination of /, d; 6, J;s s, z/.

Independently from the consonant chart of fig 13.2 and from fig 24.1-2, fig 24.3
first shows the three articulations for English /[, d/ that we need in this section:
the last phone is the normal one (alveolar): [f, d], while the other two are: [t, d;
t, d] (pre-dental, and dental, respectively). Here we do not present the postalve-
olar phones, which are used in British English before [1/: [t(h)y, d1]-

But let us pass, now, to the slit consonants /0, d/, which may be realized as
in the three articulations shown: [g, ¢; 6, 3; 6, d]: (lowered-tip coronal) pre-
dental, (apical) pro-dental, (apical) dental, respectively.

The other three orograms show three articulations for [s, z/: [s, z; s, z; 5, 2]
(apical) pre-dental, (lowered-tip coronal) dental, (raised-tip) dental (or den-
talveolar), respectively.

In words like eighth and width [0, 'wid0/, we have: [Eug, 'E1td; 'widg,
'wid6], while, in bats and kids [heefs, kid0/, we have: [hets, hets; khrdz, khedz].
In breaths [bieBs| and breathes [b1iidz/, we find: b[bieBs, byri:dz] 4[biebs,
baridz].

In quick speech, for is there any? 12851 'eni| we can hear ¢['zzzy 'En-i, -2z-]
a[wzz31 'En-i, -zz-] and for what’s the time? [wofs do'taem/, o['wots zethasm, ‘wots,
'wot st s¥| 4['wat-, 'WAt-].

In very broad regional accents, [0, d/ can become [f, v; t, d], but cases like
all the way ['o:1 d3'wel/ or in the morning [(nda'mo:iniy/, even colloquially, may
have: ¢['o:t dewe, 'o:t de] 2['o:k dewet, ot d] and [inns, waas].

fig 24.3. Taxophones needed in this section.
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Typical (American) country music vowels

We are presenting a common general vocalic set of the most typical realizations in
country (o hillbilly) music.

In singing these vowels and diphthongs, they are typically realized as shown in the
two vocograms below, differently from neutral accents, and usually with no taxo-
phones, not even when followed by [t]. Indeed, they are said (sung) with full voice,
as an exhibition performance typical of their artistic nature.

They are generally used as accepted model sounds for this kind of music by many
singers, not to sound (too) different from all others.

In addition, vowels or diphthongs followed by a /N/, in the same syllable, are quite
‘twangy’ (strongly nasalized), as it also happens with thing, typically realized as ‘[Qewy/’
[0&1y], instead of current [Ouy/ [Oy].

We do not add further examples, leaving to our readers the pleasure of finding
some by themselves.
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